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Trump bats California from setting strcterfuel standards 


Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump an¬ 
nounced Wednesday that 
his administration is revok¬ 
ing California's authority to 
set auto mileage standards 
stricterthan those issued by 
federal regulators, a move 
critics said would result in 
less fuel-efficient cars that 
create more planet-warm¬ 
ing pollution. 

In a tweet, Trump said his 
action would result in less 
expensive, safer cars. He 
also predicted Americans 
would purchase more new 
cars, which would result in 
cleaner air a solder models 
are taken off the roads 
"Many more cars will be 
produced under the new 
and uniform standard, 
meaning significantly more 
JOBS, JOBS, JOBS! Auto- 
makersshould seize thisop- 
portunity because without 
this alternative to Califor¬ 
nia, you will be out of busi¬ 
ness," Trump tweeted. 

Continued on Rage 4 



This Feb. 14, 2019, photo released by Calbans District 3 shows a 7-mile back up on the South bound Interstate 5, as it reopens to 
traffic in Maxwell in Colusa County, Calif. 

Associated Press 
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C uomo signs bill extending statute of limitationsforia pe 



Surrounded by supporbeis and activists, New Yoik Gov. Andrew C uomo signs a bill that inc reases 
the statute of limitations in tape cases during a bill signing ceremony in New Yoric, Wednesday, 
Sept 18, 2019. Actresses J ulianne Moore, left; and Mira Sorvino, right; were there as supporteisof 
the bill and members of the lime's Up movement which advocates forwomen's rights. 

Associated Press 


By KAREN MATFHEW5 
NEW YORK (AP) — New 

York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed legislation Wednes¬ 
day to make it easier to 
prosecute some sex crimes 
by extending the statute of 
limitations for second- and 
third-degree rape. 

The Democratic governor 
was joined by actresses 
Mira Sorvino and J ulianne 
Moore as well as activists 
from the group Time's Up as 
he signed the measure at 
his Manhattan office. 

"Rape and sexual assault 
are much more common 
and frequent than we ad¬ 
mit," Cuomo said. 'You will 
never solve a problem in 
life that you are unwilling 
to admit and denial is not 
a life strategy. We have de¬ 
nied thisfortoo long." 

The new law extends the 
statute of limitations from 
five years to 20 years for 
second-degree rape and 
from five years to 10 years 
for third-degree rape. Sec¬ 
ond- and third-degree 
rape can be charged un¬ 
der New York law when a 
victim cannot consent to 
sex either because of age 
or inc a pa city. 

'The law said a victim of 


rape hasto bring theirclaim 
in five years or they lose 
their right," Cuomo said. 
"Five years is a terribly short 
period of time if you have 
any appreciation for what 
the person went through." 
Sorvino, who was one of 


producer Harvey Wein¬ 
stein's early accusers and 
who has said she is a sur¬ 
vivor of date rape by an¬ 
other man whom she did 
not identify, said every 
time someone stands up to 
"ra pe c ulture" it mea ns "we 


stand up foraII of us." 

'There isa hungeroutthere 
for justice," Sorvino said, 
"and we are here to tell all 
of you who feel that hunger 
that we are getting closer 
to thatday when predators 
will not abuse unabated 


in an atmosphere of impu¬ 
nity." 

Michelle Hurd, a leader of 
Time's Up and an actress 
known forherrole on the TV 
series "Law and Order: Spe¬ 
cial Victims Unit," said that 
the vast majority of rapes 
are second- and third-de¬ 
gree rapes. 

"In the aftermath of an as¬ 
sault so many survivors are 
afraid to come forward," 
Hurd said. "If and when they 
do decide to seek justice, 
frequently they find the law 
doesn't allow them to hold 
their attackers account¬ 
able. But not any more." 
She added: "No longer will 
New York state have an un¬ 
just expiration date on jus¬ 
tice for survivors of rape." 
The new law also extends 
the statute of limitations 
to 20 years for a criminal 
sexual act in the second 
degree and incest in the 
second degree, and to 10 
years for a criminal sexual 
act in the third degree. 

It eliminates the statute of 
limitations for incest in the 
first degree and increases 
the time period in which 
victims can bring a civil 
suit for these offenses to 20 
yearsO 
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19th Hole Bar at Tierra del Sol - Aruba Fall Favorites 


Feel at home and visit the 19th Hole Bar at Tierra del Sol 
Resort & Golf after a round of golf or just to enjoy the 
breathtaking view of the North Coast. Open daily for 
lunch and early dinner from 11:00 am - 8:00 pm. 


tripadvisor 


000011 


Prices are in USD 



Enjoy these popular favorites: Local Fish & Shrimp Ceviche, 
Chicken Quesadillas, Mac & Cheese Chicken Alfredo and 
Curry Waldorf Salad.See you soon! 


For Reservation call (+297) 586 -7800 Ext 238 or Email at restaurantserradelsol.com Cava dl So '° 10N ° ord Aruba 
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Trump names hostage envoy O'Brien nat onal sec urity adviser 


Associated FYess 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on 
Wednesday named Robert 
O'Brien, his chief hostage 
negotiator and an estab¬ 
lished figure in Republican 
policy circles, as his new 
national security adviser. 
O'Brien, the fourth person in 
two years to hold the job, 
becomes the administra¬ 
tion's point person on na¬ 
tional security amid rising 
tensions with Iran following 
the weekend attack on 
Saudi oil installations and 
fresh uncertainty in Afghan¬ 
istan afterthe ha It in peace 
ta Iks with the Ta liba n. 

The announcement of 
O'Brien's selection comes 
a week afterTrump ousted 
John Bolton from the post, 
citing policy disagree¬ 
ments . O'Brien, who made 
headlines in July when he 
was dispatched to Swe¬ 
den to monitor the assault 
trial of American rapper 
A$AP Rocky, was among 
five candidatesTrump said 
Tuesday were under con¬ 
sideration. 

"He's worked with me for 
quite awhile now on hos¬ 
tages and we have a tre¬ 
mendous track record 
on hostages," Trump said 
Wednesday on a tarmac in 
Los Angeles, hours after re¬ 
vealing the pick on Twitter. 
"Robert has been fantastic. 
We know each otherwell. 
O'Brien, standing alongside 
Trump, said it was a "privi¬ 
lege" to be picked. 

'We've got a number of 
challenges," he said, add¬ 
ing thatthe administration's 
foe us will continue to be on 
keeping the U.S. safe and 
rebuilding the military. He 
said he would advise Trump 


privately on the situation in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Trump abruptly forced out 
Bolton on Sept. 10, after he 
and his hawkish national se¬ 
curity adviser found them¬ 
selves in strong disagree¬ 
ment over the administra¬ 
tion's approach to Iran, 
Afghanistan and a host of 
other global challenges. 
Ihe sudden exit marked 
the latest departure of a 
prominent voice of dissent 
from Trump's inner circle as 
the president has grown 
more comfortable follow¬ 
ing his gut instinct over the 
studious guidance offered 
by hisadvisers 
As the special presidential 
envoy for hostage affairs 
at the State Department, 
O'Brien worked closely with 
the families of American 
hostages and advised ad¬ 
ministration officials on hos¬ 
tage issues. He helped se¬ 
cure the release in February 
of American citizen Danny 
Burch, who wasfreed after 
18 mo nths in c a ptivity in Ye- 
men. 

He has also worked on the 
case of missing U.S. jour¬ 
nalist Austin lice, who was 
captured in Syria in 2012. 
O'Brien hassaid he isconfi- 
dentlice is still alive. 

The White House sent 
O'Brien to Sweden to moni- 
torthe case of A$AP Rocky, 
who was charged with as¬ 
sault. The rapper, whose 
real name isRakim Mayers, 
was permitted to return to 
Los Angeles to await the 
verdict of a Swedish court, 
which found him guilty in a 
street brawl. 

Last month, Hua Qu, the 
wife of a Princeton Univer¬ 
sity graduate student de¬ 
tained in Iran, told reporters 


that she would like to see 
the same level of personal 
attention from the govern¬ 
ment as A$AP Rocky re¬ 
ceived. 

On Wednesday, a Twitter 
accountthatadvocatesfor 
the release of the student, 
Xiyue Wang, congratulat¬ 
ed O'Brien on the appoint¬ 
ment but also said: 'We 
watched with frustration 
as this administration put 
all its energies into releas¬ 
ing celebrity A$AP Rocky 
from Sweden; meanwhile, 
(a ste risk) m u Iti p le (a ste risk) 
Americans suffer under ter¬ 
rible conditio ns in #lran. □ 



Robert O'Brien, just named asthe new national security adviser, 
listens as Resident Donald Trump speaks before they board Air 
Force One at Los Angeles International Airport; Wednesday, 
Sept 18, 2019, in bos Angeles. 

Associated Press 
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The headquarters of the Environmental nolection Agency is 
seen in Washington as Resident Donald Trump announces that 
his administration is revoking California's authority to set auto 
mileage standards stricter than those issued by federal regu¬ 
lator Wednesday, Sept 18, 2019. Critics say the move would 
result in less feel efficient cats that create more planet-warming 
pollution. 


Continued from Front 

U.S. automakers contend 
that without yea r-over-yea r 
increases in fuel efficiency 
that align with global mar¬ 
ket realities their vehicles 
could be less competitive, 
potentially resulting in job 
losses. However, most of 
the industry favors increas¬ 
es in standards that are 
less than the Obama-era 
requirements, saying their 
consumers are gravitating 
to SUVs and trucks rather 
than buying more efficient 
cars. 

Top California officials and 
environmental groups 
pledged legal action on 
Wednesday to stop the roll¬ 
back, potentially tying up 
the issue foryearsin federal 
courts. The U.S. transporta¬ 
tion sector is the nation's 
biggest single source of 
greenhouse gasses. 

'You can't get serious 
about climate change un¬ 
less you are serious about 
vehicle emissions, said Cali¬ 
fornia Gov. Gavin Newsom, 
a Democrat. 'This is such a 
pivotal moment in the his¬ 
tory of the climate change 
debate." 

It's not clear yet what the 
Trump administration will 
propose as its final fuel- 
efficiency rules, but in the 
past it has fa vored freezing 
Obama-era mileage stan¬ 
dards at 2021 levels. Under 
the Obama administration 
requirements, the fleet of 
new vehicles would have 
to average 30 mpg in real- 
world driving by 2021, rising 
to 36 mpg in 2025. C urrently 
the standard is26 mpg. 
Under Trump, the Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency 
contends that freezing 
the fuel economy stan¬ 
dards will reduce the av¬ 
erage sticker price of new 
vehicles by about $2,700 
by 2025, though that pre¬ 
dicted savings is disputed 
by environmental groups 
and is more than double 
the EPA estimates from the 
prioradminist ration. 

Trump's tweet does not ad¬ 


dress the money consum¬ 
ers would save at the gas 
pump if cars got better 
mileage. A study released 
by ConsumerReportsin Au¬ 
gust found that the owner 
of a 2026 vehicle will pay 
over $3,300 more for gaso¬ 
line during the life of a ve¬ 
hicle if the standards are 
frozen at 2021 levels. 
Trump's claim that his pro¬ 
posal would result in a 
cleaner environment is 
contrary to his own admin¬ 
istration's estimate that by 
freezing economy stan- 
dardsU.S. fuel consumption 
would increase by about 
500,000 barrels per day, 
a 2% to 3% increase. Envi¬ 
ronmental groups predict 
even more fuel consumed, 
resulting in higher pollution. 
The administration argues 
that lower-cost vehicles 
would allow more peo¬ 
ple to buy new ones that 
are safer, cutting road¬ 
way deaths by 12,700 lives 
through the 2029 model 
year. But "The Associated 
Press reported last year 
that internal EPA emails 
show senior career officials 
privately questioned the 
administration's calcula¬ 
tions, saying the proposed 
freeze would actually mod¬ 
estly increase highway fa¬ 
talities, by about 17 deaths 
annually. 

Trump traveled to California 
for GOP fundraising events 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
nearSan Francisco, LosAn- 
gelesand San Diego. 
California's authority to set 
its own, tougher emissions 
standards goes back to 
a waiver issued by Con¬ 
gress during passage of 
the Clean Air Act in 1970. 
In 2007, when Republican 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
was governor, President 
George W. Bush's adminis¬ 
tration denied California's 
bid to place first-in-the-na- 
tion greenhouse gas limits 
on cars and trucks But the 
state asked the EPA to re¬ 
consider its decision, and 
in 2009 — when Demo¬ 


cratic President Barack 
Obama took office — the 
feds granted California's re¬ 
quest. 

California has 35 million 
registered vehicles, the 
most of any state. A dozen 
other states and the District 
of Columbia also follow 
California's fuel economy 
standards. 

California Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Xavier Becerra said 
the Trump administration's 
action will hurt both U.S. 
automakers and American 
families He said California 
would fight the administra¬ 
tion in federal court. 

'You have no basis and no 
authority to pull this waiver," 
Becerra, a Democrat, said 
in a statement, referring to 
Trump. 

'We're ready to fight for a 
future that you seem un¬ 
able to comprehend." 
Trump's Justice Depart¬ 
ment recently opened an 
antitrust investigation into 
a deal between California 
and four major automakers 
for tougher pollution and 
related mileage require¬ 
ments than those sought by 
the Trump administration. 
The deal struck in J uly be¬ 
tween California and four 
of the world's largest au¬ 
tomakers — Ford, Honda, 
BMW and Volkswagen — 
bypassed the Trump ad¬ 
ministration's plan to freeze 
emissions and fuel econo¬ 
my standards adopted un- 
derObama at2021 levels 
The four automakers 
agreed with California to 
reduce emissions by 3.7% 
per year starting with the 
2022 model year, through 
2026. That compares with 
4.7% yearly reductions 
through 2025 under the 
Obama standards. Emis¬ 
sions standards are closely 
linked with fuel economy 
requirements because ve¬ 
hicles pollute less if they 
bum fewergallonsof fuel. 

In a speech to the National 
Automobile Dealers Associ¬ 
ation on Tuesday, EPA Ad¬ 
ministrator Andrew Wheel¬ 


er, a former fossil fuels lob¬ 
byist, said California will be 
able to keep in place and 
enforce programs to ad¬ 
dress smog and otherforms 
of air pollution caused by 
motor vehicles But fuel 
economy has been one of 
the key regulatory tools the 
state has used to reduce 
harmful emissions. 
Environmentalists and 
former EPA officials con¬ 
demned the Trump ad¬ 
ministration's move, which 
comes as gasoline prices 
have crept higherfollowing 


Associated Press 

a weekend drone attack 
that hobbled Saudi Arabi¬ 
an oil output. 

"If the courts allow this un¬ 
precedented reversal, and 
the Trump EPA massively 
rollsbackthe federal clean 
car standards, then Presi¬ 
dent Trump will have done 
more to destroy the planet 
than any other president 
in history," said Jeff Alson, 
a former EPA senior envi¬ 
ronmental engineer and 
policy adviserwho recently 
retired after 40 years at the 
agency.Q 
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No severe impacts from Imelda a srt moves thro ugh Texas 


By J UAN A. LOZANO 
Associated FYess 
HOUSTON (AP) - Tropical 
Depression Imelda has del¬ 
uged parts of Southeast 
Texas with rain, but officials 
in Houston and surrounding 
communities said Wednes¬ 
day that so far there have 
been no severe conse¬ 
quences. 

Glenn LaMont, deputy 
emergency management 
coordinator in Brazoria 
County, located south of 
Houston along the Gulf 
Coast, said that despite 
the heavy rainfall he has 
seen no reports of flooded 
homesorpeople stranded. 
However, he cautioned, 
"we've got two more days 
to go on this" 

"It's too early to breathe a 
sigh of relief," La Mont said. 
By late Thursday afternoon, 
most of the heaviest show¬ 
ers had moved to the east 
of Houston, into Beaumont, 
Texas, and southwestern 
Louisiana. But forecast¬ 
ers said the Houston area 
could still face some heavy 
rainfall Wednesday night 
and on Thursday. 

Parts of East Texas could 
get up to 10 inches (254 
millimeters) of rain through 
Thursday morning as the 
remnants of Imelda contin¬ 
ue moving north and away 
from Houston, according 
to the National Weather 
Service. 

Coastal counties, includ¬ 
ing Brazoria, Matagorda 
and Galveston, got the 
most rainfall since Imelda 
formed on Tuesday. Some 
parts of the Houston area 
had received near1y8inchi¬ 
es (203 millimeters) of rain, 
while the city of Galveston, 
which had street flood¬ 
ing, had received nearly 9 
inches(229 millimeters), ac¬ 
cording to preliminary rain- 
fa II totals released Wednes¬ 
day afternoon by the Na¬ 
tional WeatherService. 
Sargent, a town of about 
2,700 residents in Matago¬ 
rda County, had received 
nearly 20 inches (508 mil¬ 
limeters) of rain since Tues¬ 
day. 

Karen Romero, who lives 
with her husband in Sar¬ 
gent, said this was the most 
rain she has had in her 
neighborhood in her nine 
years living there. 


'The rain (Tuesday) night 
was just massive sheets of 
rain and lightning storms. 
The lightning looked like it 
wascoming in yourhouse," 
said Romero, 57. 

Romero said her home, lo¬ 
cated along a creek, was 
not in danger of flooding 
as it sits on stilts, like many 
others nearby. 

In the Houston area, the 
rainfall flooded some road¬ 
ways, stranding drivers, and 
had caused several creeks 
and bayous to rise to high 
levels. 

"Even though we've 
done well overnight, we 
haven't had any signifi¬ 
cant amounts of flooding 
orimpacts, we can't letour 
guard down just yet," said 
Jeff Lindner, a meteorolo¬ 
gist and director of flood 
operations for the Harris 
County Flood Control Dis¬ 
trict in Houston. 

Many schools in the Hous¬ 
ton and Galveston area 
canceled classes Wednes¬ 
day. However, the Houston 
school district, the state's 
largest, remained open. 
At least one school district 
— Galveston — said it was 
also canceling classes on 
Thursday. 

Imelda, which formed Tues¬ 
day, made landfall near 
Freeport, Texas, with maxi¬ 
mum sustained winds of 40 
mph (64.37 kph). 

The National Hurricane 
Center said Imelda had 
weakened to a tropica I de¬ 
pression and was located 
a bout 65 miles (105 kilome¬ 
ters) north of Houston. 

But the National Weather 
Service said flash flood 
watches remained in ef¬ 
fect through Thursday for 
southeast Texas and south¬ 
west Louisiana. 

Imelda is the first named 
storm to impact the Hous¬ 
ton area since Hurricane 
Harvey , according to the 
National Weather Service. 
Harvey dumped nearly 50 
inches (130 centimeters) of 
rain on parts of the flood- 
prone city in August 2017, 
flooding more than 150,000 
homes in the Houston area 
and causing an estimated 
$125 billion in damage in 
Texas 

The National Hurricane 
Center said Wednesday 
that Hurricane Humberto 



Angel Marsh man wades through floodwaters from Tropical Depression Imelda aftertrying Id start 
his flooded carWednesday, Sept 18, 2019, in Galveston, Texas. 

Associated Press 


in the Atlantic Ocean is 
posing a stronger threat to 
Bermuda . The Category 3 
hurricane with maximum 
sustained winds of 120 mph 
(193 kph) was about 195 
miles (314 kilometers) from 


Bermuda on Wednesday 
afternoon. 

Tropical Storm Jerry be¬ 
came the 10th named 
storm of the Atlantic hur¬ 
ricane season, though it 
remained far from land 


Wednesday. Meteorolo¬ 
gists a Iso said newly formed 
Tropical Storm Lorena in 
the Pacific Ocean could 
produce heavy rains and 
flooding in Mexico by 
Thursday.Q 
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Numberof abortions in U.S falls to lowest level since 1973 


In this Jan. 18, 2019, file photo, anti-abortion activists protest outside of the U.S. Supreme Court 
during the March for life in Washington. 

Associated Press 


NEWYORK(AP) — The num¬ 
ber and rate of abortions 
across the United States 
have plunged to their low¬ 
est levels since the proce¬ 
dure became legal nation¬ 
wide in 1973, according 
to new figures released 
Wednesday. 

The report from the Guttm- 
acher Institute, a research 
group that supports abor¬ 
tion rights, counted 862,000 
abortions in the U.S. in 2017. 
That's down from 926,000 
tallied in the group's pre¬ 
vious report for 2014, and 
from just over 1 million 
counted for2011. 
Guttmacher is the only en¬ 
tity that strives to count all 
abortions in the U.S., mak¬ 
ing inquiries of individual 
providers. Federal data 
compiled by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention excludes Cali¬ 
fornia, Maryland and New 
Hampshire because those 
states don't compile com¬ 
prehensive abortion data 
forthe CDC. 

The new report illustrates 
thatabortionsare decreas¬ 
ing in all partsof the coun¬ 
try — in Republican-con¬ 
trolled states seeking to re¬ 
strict abortion access and 
in Demo era tic-run states 
protecting abortion rights. 
Between 2011 and 2017, 
abortion rates increased in 
only five states and the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia. 


One reason forthe decline 
in abortions is that fewer 
women are becoming 
pregnant. The Guttmach¬ 
er Institute noted that the 
birth rate and the abortion 
rate declined during the 
years covered by the new 
report. A likely factor, the 
report said, is increased ac¬ 
cessibility of contraception 
since 2011. The Affordable 
Care Act required most 
private health insurance 
plans to cover contracep¬ 
tives without out-of-pocket 
costs. 


According to the report, 
the 2017 abortion rate was 
13.5 abortions per 1,000 
women aged 15-44 — the 
lowest rate since the Su¬ 
preme Court's 1973 Roe 
v. Wade decision legal¬ 
izing abortion. Following 
that ruling, the number of 
abortions in the U.S. rose 
steadily — peaking at 1.6 
million in 1990 before start¬ 
ing a steady, still-continuing 
decline. The abortion rate 
is now less tha n ha If what is 
was in 1990. 

Guttmacher noted that al¬ 
most 400 state laws restrict¬ 
ing abortion access were 
enacted between 2011 
and 2017. But it said these 
laws were not the main 
force behind the overall 
decline in abortions. It said 
57% of the nationwide de¬ 
cline occurred in the 18 
states, plus the District of 
Columbia, that did not en¬ 
act any new restrictions. 


Michael New, an abortion 
opponent who teaches 
social research at Catholic 
University of America, said 
Guttmacher J s report un¬ 
derstated the role played 
by anti-abortion activism 
in reducing the numberof 
abortions. In 1981, he said, 
54% of women with unin¬ 
tended pregnancies opted 
for abortion. That number 
fell to 42% by 2011. 

'This shows that pro-life ef¬ 
forts to change public 
opinion, assist pregnant 
women, and pass protec¬ 
tive laws are all having an 
impact," New said in an 
email. 

Between 2011 and 2017, 
the number of clinics pro¬ 
viding abortion in the U.S. 
declined from 839 to 808, 
with significant regional 
disparities, the report said. 
The South had a decline 
of 50 clinics, including 25 
in Texas, and the Midwest 
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had a decline of 33 clin¬ 
ics, including nine each in 
Iowa, Michigan and Ohio. 
By contrast, the Northeast 
added 59 clinics, mostly in 
New J ersey a nd New York. 
Overthat period, the abor¬ 
tion rate dropped in Ohio 
by 27% and in Texas by 
30% But the rate dropped 
by simila r a mounts in states 
that protected abortion 
access, including Cali¬ 
fornia, Hawaii and New 
Hampshire. 

Areaswiththe highestabor- 
tion rates in 2017 were the 
District of Columbia, New 
J ersey, New York, Maryland 
and Florida. Rates were 
lowest in Wyoming, South 
Dakota, Kentucky, Idaho 
and Missouri — many wom¬ 
en from those five states go 
out of state to obtain abor¬ 
tions . 

One significant trend docu¬ 
mented in the report: Peo¬ 
ple who have abortions 
are increasingly relying on 
medication ratherthan sur¬ 
gery. Medication abortion, 
making use of the so-called 
abortion pill, accounted for 
39%of all abortions in 2017, 
up from 29%in 2014. 

The report, which focuses 
on data from 2017, does 
not chronicle the flurry of 
sweeping abortion bans 
that were enacted earlier 
this year in several GOP- 
controlled states, including 
a near-total ban in Ala¬ 
bama and five bills that 
would ban abortion after 
a fetal heartbeat is detect¬ 
ed, as early as six weeks into 
pregnancy. None of those 
bans has taken effect and 
their backers hope that liti¬ 
gation overthe laws might 
eventually lead to a Su¬ 
preme Court ruling weak¬ 
ening or overturning Roe v. 
Wade.Q 












■TfeDAy 


U.S. NEWSI A7 


THURSDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2019 


Rastafarian pastor leads pvayer at 
Alaska government meeting 



Fritz Creek area resident Barrett Retcher gives the invocation 
before a Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly meeting as a rep¬ 
resentative of the Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster at 
FtomerCity Hall in Ftomer, Alaska, Tuesday, Sept 18, 2019. 

Associated Press 


HOMER, Alaska (AP) — A 

pastor wearing a colander 
on his head offered the 
opening prayer on behalf 
of the Church of the Flying 
Spaghetti Monsterto open 
a local government meet¬ 
ing in Alaska, the latest 
blessing from a nontradi- 
tional church since a court 
ruling. 

Barrett Fletcher, the Pas- 
tafarian pastor, noted the 
duties performed by the 
members of the Kenai Pen¬ 
insula Borough Assembly in 
his Tuesday message, add¬ 
ing a few of them "seem to 
feel they can't do the work 
without being overseen by 
a higher authority, " Kenai 
radio station KSRM report¬ 
ed Wednesday. 

"So, I'm called to invoke 
the power of the true ine¬ 
briated creator of the uni¬ 
verse, the drunken tolera- 
tor(sic) of the all lesser and 
more recent gods, and 
maintainer of gravity here 
on earth. May the great 
Flying Spaghetti Monster 
rouse himself from his stupor 
and let his noodly append¬ 
ages ground each assem¬ 
bly member in their seats," 
Fletcher said. 

Ihe only people who stood 
for the invocation were 
those without seats in the 
standing-room-only assem¬ 


bly hall in Homer, which is 
about 125 miles (201 kilo¬ 
meters) south of Anchor¬ 
age. One man turned his 
back to face the wall dur¬ 
ing the invocation, and 
other men did not remove 
their hats 

Ihe Pasta fa rian invocation 
followed one in June from 
Satanic Temple member 
Iris Fontana that caused 
about a dozen people to 
leave the assembly cham¬ 
ber in Soldotna in protest 
when she invoked "Hail Sa¬ 
tan" in her opening prayer. 
Fontana was among the 
plaintiffs in the lawsuit liti¬ 
gated by the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Alas¬ 
ka against the borough 
after it approved a 2016 
policy saying that people 
who wanted to give the 
invocations at the govern¬ 
ment body's meetings had 
to belong to official organi¬ 
zations with an established 
presence on the Kenai 
Peninsula. Other plaintiffs 
who had been denied per¬ 
mission to give the invoca¬ 
tions included an atheist 
and a J ewish woman. 

The Alaska Supreme Court 
last October ruled that the 
borough policy wasuncon- 
stitutional, and the borough 
government changed it in 
Novemberto allow anyone 


to offerinvocationsregard¬ 
less of relig ion. 

The Flying Spaghetti Mon¬ 
ster church, called FSM for 
short, was formed in 2005 
asa response to the Kansas 
State Board of Education's 
hearings on evolution in 
schools. Its founder sent a 
letter about FSM as a way 
to argue against teach¬ 
ing creationism in biology 
classes, the Homer News 
hasreported. 

Church followers believe 
an invisible and undetect¬ 
able monster made of 
spaghetti and meatballs 
created the universe after 
drinking heavily, and that 
his "noodly appendages" 


hold great power. Many 
labelthe movement as sat¬ 
ire, but it is recognized as 
an official religion in some 
countries, the News report¬ 
ed. 

Barrett, who started his 
chapter in Homer, on the 
lowerKenai Peninsula, con¬ 
cluded his opening prayer 
as asking the Flying Spa¬ 
ghetti Monster to provide 
each assembly member 
"satisfaction in the percep¬ 
tion of accomplishment 
and allow them true relax¬ 
ation and an ample supply 
of their favorite beverage 
at the end of this evening's 
work." He then ended the 
prayer with: "Ramen.'O 
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Tiansgenderman can 
sue Catholic hospital 
over hysterectomy 



In this Aug. 30,2019 photo, Evan Minton, who wasdenied a hys¬ 
terectomy surgery at Mercy San J uan Medical Center related to 
his gendertransitfon, adjusts his tie in Otangevale, Calif. 

Associated Press 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 

A California transgender 
man can go ahead with 
a discrimination lawsuit 
against a Catholic hospital 
that canceled his hyster¬ 
ectomy, an appeals court 
ruled Tuesday. 

The decision by the 1st Dis¬ 
trict Court of Appeal in San 
Francisco overturns a lower 
court ruling dismissing the 
discrimination lawsuit, The 
Sacramento Bee reported 
Wednesday. 

Evan Minton sued Mercy 
San Juan Medical Center 
in 2017 for canceling his 


scheduled hysterectomy 
after he mentioned to a 
nurse two days before sur¬ 
gery that he's transgender. 
Hospital operator Dignity 
Healthquicklyhelped trans¬ 
fer the surgery to a non- 
Catholic facility. Presiding 
Judge Stuart Poliak wrote 
that didn't negate Minton's 
complaint because Dignity 
offered the alternative only 
after pressure from his ad¬ 
vocates 

California civil rights law 
says businesses must offer 
full and equal access to 
residents. 


Dignity Health, which is 
among the largest health 
systems in the country, said 
in a statement Wednesday 
that it welcomes everyone 
but that its Catholic hospi¬ 
tals "do not perform steril¬ 
izing procedures" unless 


there is a serious threat to 
the patient's life or health. 

In an earlier statement to 
the newspaper, the largest 
hospital provider in Califor¬ 
nia said its Catholic facili¬ 
ties "do not provide elec¬ 
tive sterilizations. 
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EUchief: The risk of a no-deal Brexit'rema ins very teal 1 



European Commission FtesidentJ ean-Claude J uncker listens Wednesday, Sept 18, 2019 in Stras- 
bouig, eastern Ranee, as membeis of the European Parliament disc ussthe current state of play 
of the UK's withdrawal from the EU. 

Associated Ftess 


By SAMUEL PETREQ UN 
MARK CARLSON 
Associated Press 
STRASBOURG, Ranee (AP) 

— "The risk of Britain leaving 
the European Union with¬ 
out a divorce deal remains 
"very real," European Com¬ 
mission chief J ean-Claude 
J unckerdeclared Wednes¬ 
day as EU lawmakers de¬ 
bated the ramifications of 
a no-deal Brexit. 

Speaking at the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg, 
France, Juncker, who met 
with British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson on Monday, 
said a no-deal Brexit "might 
be the choice of the U.K., 
but it will never be ours." 
After the debate, the Eu¬ 
ropean Parliament is set to 
adopt a resolution laying 
out its concerns about Brit¬ 
ain's impending departure 
from the 28-nation bloc on 
Oct. 31. J ohnson has been 
adamant the U.K. will leave 
the EU on that date with 
or without a withdrawal 
agreement. 

The main sticking point over 
a Brexit deal is the Irish bor- 


derbackstop, which would 
require Britain to respect EU 
trade and customs roles in 
order to avoid a hard bor¬ 
der between EU member 
Ireland and the U.K.'sNorth¬ 


ern Ireland until a betterso- 
lution is found. 

"I have no sentimental at¬ 
tachment to the back- 
stop,"J unckersaid, adding, 
however, that he remains 


attached to the purpose it 
serves, which is not to cre¬ 
ate border structures that 
could be detrimental to 
peace in Northern Ireland. 
'That is why I called on Brit¬ 


ish prime minister to come 
forward with concrete pro¬ 
posals, operational and 
in writing on all alterna¬ 
tives that would allow us 
to reach these objectives," 
J unckersaid. 

EU leaders have made 
clear that any amendment 
to the current proposed 
divorce deal should pre¬ 
serve the bloc's single mar¬ 
ket and uphold the Good 
Friday peace agreement 
that ended decades of 
conflict in Northern Ireland. 
Despite his dec la ration that 
Britain will leave on Oct. 31 
"do or die," J ohnson insists 
he can strike a revised di¬ 
vorce deal with the bloc 
in time for an orderly de¬ 
parture. European leaders 
are skeptical of that dec¬ 
laration. "I asked the British 
prime minister to specify 
the alternative arrange¬ 
ments that he could envis¬ 
age,"J unckersaid. "Aslong 
as such proposals are not 
made, I cannot tell you — 
while looking you straight in 
the eye — that progress is 
being made.'O 


Macron: Italy, Malta must know who'll take rescued migrants 



French President Emmanuel Macron, left; and Italian Premier G iuseppe Conte pose as they meet 
the media atChigi Palace Premieroffice in Rome, Wednesday, Sept 18,2019. 

Associated Press 


ROME(AP)— France'spres- 
ident assured Italy's new 
government Wednesday 
night that he is working for 
a standing arrangement 
under which European 
Union nations would take a 
share of rescued migrants, 
seeking to avoid standoffs 
at sea aboard humanitar¬ 
ian boats that Italian and 
Maltese authorities refuse 
to let dock. 

President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron delivered the assur¬ 
ance to Italian Premier Gi¬ 
useppe Conte, whose new 
governing new coalition 
has been demanding help 
on migrants from EU part¬ 
ners. 

"I am convinced that we 
need an automatic Euro¬ 
pean mechanism of taking 
in the migrants that would 
permit Malta and Italy (to 
know) that before they ar¬ 
rive, the migrants a re taken 
on," Macron told reporters 
as he was flanked by Con¬ 
te at the premier's office in 
Chigi Palace. 

Italy's new and previous 
two governments contend 


rescue ships can facilitate 
human traffickers' smug¬ 
gling of migrants aboard 
unseaworthy boats from 
their bases in Ubya to Euro¬ 
pean shores 

"It's essential for the EU to 


turn a page in the direc¬ 
tion of a structural man- 
agementand no longeran 
emergency management 
of the flows" of migrants, 
Conte said. 

"I received the full openness 


of Macron for a European 
mechanism for disembar¬ 
kation, on redistributing (mi¬ 
grants) and foran effective 
handling of repatriations" 
of those denied asylum, he 
added. 


His efforts to secure more 
support from otherEU lead- 
erscould go more smoothly 
now that virulently anti-mi- 
grant League party leader 
Matteo Salvini abandoned 
the premier's first coalition 
government. 

Earlier this month, the left¬ 
leaning Democrats, who 
have pressed for a more 
open approach in man¬ 
aging migrant arrivals, re¬ 
placed the league in Con¬ 
te's two-week-old coalition 
government, whose senior 
partner is the populist 5-Star 
Movement. 

France has pushed for the 
EU to show solidarity with 
Italy by adopting a system 
that determines what hap¬ 
pens to migrants after sea 
rescues. 

A meeting next week in 
Malta of the interior min¬ 
isters for Italy, France and 
some other countries will 
test whether ringing ap¬ 
peals by political leaders 
can be turned into con¬ 
crete policies for stable 
European cooperation on 
migrationO 
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UK govt insists suspension of Ra Hia merit was not illega I 



Demonstrator hold placards and flags outside the Supreme Court in London, Wednesday, Sept 
18, 2019. 

Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — The Brit¬ 
ish government was back 
at the country's Supreme 
Court on Wednesday, ar¬ 
guing that Prime Minister 
Boris J ohnson's decision to 
suspend Parliament for five 
weeks just before the coun¬ 
try is set to leave the Euro¬ 
pean Union was neither im- 
propernorillegal. 

But the justices pushed 
back on the second day 
of the historic legal show¬ 
down, which pits the pow¬ 
ers of Britain's legislature 
against those of its execu¬ 
tive as the country's sched¬ 
uled Brexit date of Oct. 31 
loomsoveritspolitical land¬ 
scape and its economy. 
Ihey asked why the prime 
ministerhad refused to pro¬ 
vide a sworn statement to 
the court about his reasons 
forthe suspension. 

"Isn't itodd that nobody has 
signed a witness statement 
to say: This is true. These are 
the true reasons for what 
wasdone'?"said one ofthe 
judges, Nicholas Wilson. 

Ihe government's lawyer, 
James Eadie, conceded 
that Johnson and his top 
officials had not made le¬ 
gally binding statements, 
but said other documents, 
including Cabinet minutes, 
had been submitted to the 
court. 

Johnson sent lawmakers 
home on Sept. 9 until Oct. 
14, which is barely two 
weeks before Britain's Oct. 
31 departure from the EU. 
He claims the shutdown 
was a routine measure to 
enable his Conservative 
government to launch a 
fresh legislative agenda 
and was not related to 
Brexit. 

Eadie argued that the de¬ 


cision to shut down Parlia¬ 
ment was "inherently and 
fundamentally political in 
nature." 

He said if the court inter¬ 
vened it would violate the 
'fundamental constitution¬ 
al principle" of the separa¬ 
tion of powers between 
courts and the govern¬ 
ment. 

'This is, we submit, the ter¬ 
ritory of political judgment, 
not legal standards," Eadie 
said. 

The government's oppo¬ 
nents argue that Johnson 
illegally shut down Parlia¬ 
ment just weeks before the 
country is due to leave the 
28-nation bloc forthe "im¬ 
proper purpose" of dodg¬ 
ing lawmakers' scrutiny of 
his Brexit plans They also 
accuse Johnson of mis¬ 
leading Queen Elizabeth 
II, whose formal approval 
was needed to suspend 


the legislature. 

Aidan O'Neill, lawyer for a 
group of lawmakers chal¬ 
lenging the government, 
said the suspension had 
'the intent and effect of 
preventing Parliament, im¬ 
peding Parliament, from 
holding the government 
politically to account at a 
time when the government 
is taking decisions which 
will have constitutional and 
irreversible impacts on our 
country." 

Eadie denied the prime 
minister was trying to pre¬ 
vent lawmakers from block¬ 
ing his Brexit plans 
He said "Parliament has 
had, and has taken, the 
opportunity to legislate" 
against the government, 
and would have more time 
between Oct. 14and Brexit 
day. 

The prime minister says 
Britain must leave the EU 


on Oct. 31 with or without 
a divorce deal. But many 
economists and lawmak¬ 
ers believe a no-deal Brexit 
would be economically 
devastating and socially 
destabilizing. Members of 
Parliament have put ob¬ 
stacles in Johnson's way, 
including a law compelling 
the government to seek a 
delay to Brexit if it can't get 
a divorce deal with the EU. 
Pa riia me nt's susp e nsio n 
spared Johnson further 
meddling by the House of 
Commons but sparked le¬ 
gal challenges, to which 
lower courts gave contra¬ 
dictory rulings. England's 
High Court said the move 
was a political rather than 
legal matter but Scottish 
court judges ruled J ohnson 
acted illegally 'to avoid 
democratic scrutiny." 

The Supreme Court is being 
asked to decide who was 


right. The justices will give 
their judgment sometime 
after the hearing ends on 
Thursday. 

A ruling against the govern¬ 
ment by the 11 Supreme 
Court judges could force 
Johnson to recall Parlia¬ 
ment. 

European Commission 
chiefj ean-ClaudeJ uncker, 
meanwhile, said Wednes¬ 
day that the risk of Britain 
leaving the EU without a di¬ 
vorce deal remained "very 
real" because Britain had 
not produced workable 
alternatives to the deal 
agreed upon with the EU 
by ex-British Prime Minister 
Theresa May.Thatdealwas 
repeatedly rejected by Brit¬ 
ain's Parliament, prompting 
May to resign and bringing 
J ohnson to power in J uly. 

"I asked the British prime 
ministerto specify the alter¬ 
native arrangements that 
he could envisage,"J unck¬ 
er told the European Par¬ 
liament. "As long as such 
proposals are not made, 

I cannot tell you — while 
looking you straight in the 
eye — that progress is be¬ 
ing made." 

Juncker, who met with 
Johnson on Monday, told 
members of the EU legisla¬ 
ture in Strasbourg, France, 
that a no-deal Brexit "might 
be the choice of the U.K., 
but it will never be ours." 

The EU parliament on 
Wednesday adopted a 
non-binding resolution sup¬ 
porting another extension 
to the Brexit deadline if Brit¬ 
ain requests it. 
Anyfurtherdelayto Britain's 
exit — which has already 
been postponed twice — 
needs the approval of the 
27 other EU nationsQ 
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Analysts: Weapons in Saudi attack similar to Iranian ones 



A Saudi military officerwalks by what was described as the remains of Iranian cruise missiles and 
drones used in an attackthis weekend that targeted the heart of Saudi Arabia'soil industry, during 
a press conference in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, Sept 18, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By J ON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — A cruise missile 
and drone fragments that 
Saudi Arabia says it recov¬ 
ered from an attack on its 
oil industry bear similarities 
to Iranian-manufactured 
weapons, though more 
information is needed to 
make a definitive link, ana¬ 
lysts told "The Associated 
Presson Wednesday. 
Particularly striking was the 
cruise missile, which they 
said resembled a Quds-1 
missile previously displayed 
by Yemen's Houthi rebels 
during a televised weap¬ 
ons exhibition in J uly. 
However, the analysts uni¬ 
formly agreed that missile, 
with its small, Czech-made 
U 100 turbo engine, is lim¬ 
ited to a range of 700 ki¬ 
lometers (435 miles), lhat 
means it could not have 
been fired from Yemen, 
which is over 1,000 kilome¬ 
ters (620 miles) from the oil¬ 
processing facility and oil 
field that were targeted in 
Saturday's attack claimed 


by the Houthis 
"It did not come from Ye¬ 
men," said Michael Elle- 
man, a missile expert at 
the International Institute 
forStrategic Studies. "I think 
the intel reporting . seems 
to be pretty consistently 


saying that no, this did not 
come from Yemen, even 
though they claimed credit 
for it." 

Saudi Arabia alleged 
Wednesday that the at¬ 
tack was "unquestionably 
sponsored by Iran." Iran 


denies being involved and 
has threatened the U.S. 
that it will retaliate "immedi¬ 
ately" if Tehran is targeted 
in response. 

Ihe location where the 
cruise missile fell harm¬ 
lessly to the ground, north 


of its intended target, also 
suggests it came from the 
north, said Sim Tack, an 
analyst at the Texas-based 
private intelligence firm 
Stratfor. 

"I think the case is definitely 
becoming stronger for the 
argument that it wasn't 
launched from Yemen," he 
said. 

Also, the Houthis are not 
known to have the capa¬ 
bility to build cruise missiles 
locally. 

'The idea that impover¬ 
ished, war-tom Yemen 
would be able to develop 
a cruise missile without any 
outside assistance seems 
far-fetched," wrote Fabian 
Hinz, a researcher at the 
James Martin Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies 
at the Mid die bury Institute 
of International Studies in 
Monterey, California. 
Iran'spreviouseffortsto sup¬ 
ply missiles to the Houthis, 
and the factthatthe coun¬ 
try uses TJ100 engines in its 
drone program "do imply 
that Iran could be behind 
the Quds-1,"HinzaddedO 


Moscow court rules to ne lease a nti-govemment protester 



People gather for a meeting against the violations during governor and municipal elections in 
StPeteisbuig, Russia, Tuesday, Sept 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
MOSCOW (AP) — A Mos¬ 
cow court on Wednesday 
ruled to release a protester, 
who was facing years in 
prison for assaulting police, 
following a mounting pub¬ 
lic campaign in support 
of anti-government activ¬ 
ists and even bystanders 
caught up in an opposition 
rally. 

Following their own pleas 
to keep the man in jail, 
prosecutors at a hear¬ 
ing on Wednesday asked 
the court to release Aidar 
Gubaidulin on recogni¬ 
zance a nd review the c a se 
to clarify the charges. The 
court ruled in favor, and 
the man was allowed out 
of the glass cage in the 
courtroom that defend a nts 
are kept in. Gubaidulin 
was one of a dozen Rus¬ 
sians facing a prison sen¬ 
tence for his role in the J uly 
27 opposition protest. 

Public discontent has 
been rising against what 
has been perceived as 
the Kremlin's vengeance 
against the opposition fol¬ 


lowing verdicts this month 
sentencing four people to 
prison terms ranging from 
two to 3 V 2 years. 

In a rare sign of dissent, 
mo re tha n 50 Russia n O rtho- 
dox priests signed a public 
petition late Tuesday, con¬ 
demning a series of recent 


trials and prison sentences 
for the protesters. 

'We would like to express 
our concern about the 
factthatthe verdictscome 
across as an attempt to 
intimidate Russian citizens 
rather than deliver a fair 
ruling in the case of the de¬ 


fendants," the letter said. 
The priests' letter a Iso quot¬ 
ed the Bible, pointing out 
that perjury isa sin. 

Most of the convictions 
against the protesters were 
based on testimony of riot 
police officers that didn't 
correspond to whatcan be 


seen in the footage show¬ 
ing the defendants at the 
rally. 

Dozens of Russian celebri¬ 
ties and entertainers have 
taken social media this 
week to show solidarity with 
little-known actor Pavel Us¬ 
tinov who was tried and 
sentenced to 3% years in 
prison for assaulting police 
atthej uly 27 rally. Footage 
from the scene showed 
several officers tackling 
Ustinov as looked at his 
phone while standing on 
the sidelines of the protest. 
The judge refused the de¬ 
fense's plea even to review 
the video. 

More than 100 people, in¬ 
cluding well-known film and 
theater actors, came out 
to the Kremlin administra¬ 
tion compound in central 
Moscow on Wednesday to 
protest the verdict in Usti¬ 
nov's case. The protesters 
formed a lined alongside 
the building, waiting their 
turn to stand with a poster 
in Ustinov's support outside 
the entrance to the presi¬ 
dential ad ministration.□ 
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Sri Lanka to hold presidential election on Nov. 16 



A Sri lankan man stands near billboards displaying President Maithripala Sirisena, right; and for¬ 
mer president Mahinda Rajapaksa, left; in Colombo, Sri tanka, Wednesday, Sept 18,2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) 

— Sri Lanka will hold a presi¬ 
dential election on Nov. 
16, the elections office said 
Wednesday, amid calls for 
a strong leaderto boost na¬ 
tional security as the coun¬ 
try recovers from deadly 
Easter Sunday bomb at¬ 
tacks. 

"The coordinated attacks 
on three churches and 
three tourist hotels by two 
local Muslim groups in¬ 
spired by the Islamic State 
group killed more than 260 
people. 

President Maithripala Sirise¬ 
na and Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe, two possi¬ 
ble candidates, have been 
criticized for not heeding 
near-specific foreign intel¬ 
ligence ahead of the at¬ 
tacks. 

Some 15.9 million people 
are eligible to vote in a 
country of 21 million peo¬ 
ple. "The Elections Secretar¬ 
iat said nominations will be 
accepted on Oct. 7. Under 
the law, the election must 
be held between Nov. 8 
and Dec. 8. 

Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the 
brother of former strong¬ 


man Mahinda Rajapaksa 
and a former defense of¬ 
ficial who played a major 
role in ending the country's 
26-year civil war, has an¬ 
nounced his candidacy, 
and the election is likely to 
decide his family's political 
future. 

Mahinda Rajapaksa, the 
once invincible strongman 
who hoped to rule Sri Lanka 


for life is constitutionally dis¬ 
qualified. But he is aiming 
fora new bid for power by 
becoming prime minister 
under his brother and con¬ 
trol the Parliament. 

There is no clearrivalforGo- 
tabaya with the ruling Unit¬ 
ed National Front facing an 
internal squabble between 
its leader Wickremesinghe 
and the charismatic Hous¬ 


ing Minister Sajith Prema- 
dasa on who should be the 
presidential candidate. 
Sirisena is eligible fora sec¬ 
ond term but has not an¬ 
nounced his intention. 
Anura Dissanayake,a Marx¬ 
ist leader, is being promot¬ 
ed by a group of university 
teachers and professionals 
as an alternative, but the 
main race is expected to 


be between Gotabaya 
and the UNF nominee. 
Elected president for the 
first time in 2005, Mahinda 
Rajapaksa led a success¬ 
ful campaign to defeatthe 
Tamil Tiger separatists, who 
were then a ruthless terror¬ 
ist group. Gotabaya as a 
powerful defense bureau¬ 
crat played a key role in 
the war victory. 

But their popularity waned 
after Rajapaksa was re¬ 
elected in 2010. He jailed 
his former army chief who 
led the troops against the 
Tamil "Tigers after he unsuc¬ 
cessfully contested him for 
presidency. The Rajapaksa 
family members took im¬ 
portant positions in govem- 
mentand were accused of 
corruption. 

Public protests were fired 
upon, media gagged and 
Rajapaksa changed the 
constitution to scrap a two- 
term limit. 

"The opposition used a grow¬ 
ing dissent within the gov- 
emmentand caused a de¬ 
fection, with Sirisena break¬ 
ing away from government 
and successfully contesting 
Mahinda Rajapaksa in the 
2015 electionO 


C hinese- bom Austra lia n lawma kerfightselec lion c ha llenge 


By ROD Me GUI RK 
Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 

— Lawyers for the first Chi- 
nese-bom lawmaker to be 
appointed to Australia's 
Parliament and for a se¬ 
nior government minister 
appeared in a court on 
Wednesday to fight chal¬ 
lenges to their elections 
over misleading Chinese- 
language campaign signs. 
Treasurer J osh Frydenberg 
and a Hong Kong-bom 
fellow lawmaker in the 
conservative government, 
GladysUu, are being chal¬ 
lenged overhow they were 


elected to Parliament in 
the May 18elections 
Court of Disputed Returns 
J ustice Michelle Gordon or¬ 
dered that the challenges 
to the lawmakers' elections 
go to trial in the Federal 
Court at a date to be set. 
The court challenge is one 
of the controversies facing 
Uu, who is under sustained 
opposition attack in Parlia¬ 
ment over her links to the 
Chinese Communist Party 
and wealthy Chinese politi¬ 
cal donors. 

The challengesto the elec¬ 
tion results stem from signs 
that appeared in Uu and 


Frydenberg's Melbourne 
electorates on election 
day. 

The signs were printed in 
the same colors as Austra¬ 
lia's election authority uses 
for its public information 
campaigns. The signs said 
in Chinese that choosing 
the government's candi¬ 
date on the ballot paper 
was'the right way to vote." 
Prime Minister Scott Morri¬ 
son's grip on power could 
be threatened if the court 
rules that the election re¬ 
sults in both electorates 
were invalid and orders 
two by-electionsO 



In this Sept 12, 2019, photo, government lawmaker Gladys Uu 
sits in Parliament House in Canbena, Australia. 

Associated Press 
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Cries in the night Life in the limbo of a Mexican shelter 



In thisJuly 30, 2019, photo, people walk through the patio at El Buen Rastorshelterlbr migrants in 
Cuidad J uaiez, Mexico. 

Associated Press 


By CEDAR ATIANA90 
DM SULLIVAN 
Associated Press 
JUAREZ) Mexico (AP) — 

Long after midnight, when 
the heathasfinally relented 
and the walled courtyard is 
scattered with men sleep¬ 
ing in the open, someone 
begins to sob. 

Ihe sound is quiet, muf¬ 
fled. The only light comes 
from streetlights shimmer¬ 
ing above the razor wire. 
It's impossible to see who is 
crying. 

Is it the Ugandan body¬ 
builder who came here 
fleeing political violence? 
Or the 27-year-old El Sal¬ 
vadoran who often wears 
a Cookie Monster t-shirt? 
Maybe it's the young Hon¬ 
duran husband who rarely 
leaves his wife's side. It 
could have been any of 
them. 

This is the cobbled-togeth- 
er community of El Buen 
Pastor — The Good Pastor 
— 130 or so migrants from 
around the world locked 
into a shelter every eve¬ 
ning fora 5:30 p.m. curfew, 
trapped in an immigration 
purgatory. They are barely 
three miles from the Paso 
del Norte Bridge and their 
goal: the United States. 
There's A Ip hat, the Ugan¬ 
dan bodybuilder who says 
his wife and daughters 
were killed by security forc¬ 
es, and who was tortured 
by having heavy rocks 


hung from his penis. 

There'sJ ennifer, who fled El 
Salvador when a murder¬ 
ous gang tried to force her 
twin 11-year-old so ns to be¬ 
come members. 

There's Yanisley Estrada 
Guerrero, who sold her 
house in Cuba to pay a 
smuggler to get her and 
her husband to Mexico. 

"I still cry almost every day," 
says Estrada, a 33-year- 
old economist and former 
bank manager. She's now 
working illegally at a J uarez 
hotel for $60 a month, less 
than half Mexico's mini¬ 
mum wage. "But I do it in 


the shower, because I don't 
want anyone to see." 

These are rough days for 
the migrants of El Buen Pas¬ 
tor. For the first time since 
World War II, the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment is turning away 
thousands of asylum seek¬ 
ers regard less of their need 
for refuge. 

A series of Trump Admin¬ 
istration immigration rule 
changes have effectively 
sealed the border to the 
vast majority of asylum 
seekers, leaving tens of 
thousands of migrants in 
limbo, and shifting respon¬ 
sibility for U.S. immigration 


policy to the Mexican gov¬ 
ernment and dozens of 
Mexican shelters. 

For migrants, El Buen Pastor 
is both a haven and a pris¬ 
on. It's a small place — four 
sleeping rooms, four show¬ 
ers, four toilets and a cha¬ 
pel — that provides each 
arrival with a mattress, two 
meals a day, spotty wi-fi 
and protection from gang¬ 
sters who trawlfortargetsin 
migrantenclavesofj uarez. 
Life here is marked by bru¬ 
tal summer heat, occa¬ 
sional dust storms, crushing 
boredom and the guilt of 
mothers who can't afford 


Venezuela's opposition majority extends 
Guaido's leadeiship 



Venezuela's National Assembly Resident and self-proclaimed 
interim Resident J uan Guaido speaks to the press in Caracas, 
Venezuela, Monday, Sept 16, 2019. 

Associated Ress 


Associated Ress 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuela's opposition- 
led congress has again 
thrown its support behind 
Juan Guaido, saying he'll 
serve as the crisis-wracked 
nation's interim president 
until they've ended Nicolas 
Maduro'sgrip on power. 
The vote Tuesday came 
a day after a minority of 
opposition parties an¬ 
nounced they're entering 
negotiations with Madura's 
government independent 
of Guaido. 

That's the first sign of cracks 
in the anti-Madura cam¬ 
paign since Guaido rose 


to confront the socialist 
leader. 

Guaido in January was 
named the National As¬ 
sembly's head and days 
later announced he'd as¬ 
sumed Venezuela's interim 
presidency with backing 
from the United States and 
50 other nations. 

The National Assembly has 
approved a measure giv¬ 
ing Guaido its "unrestricted 
political support"until Mad¬ 
ura's rule ends. 

Madura maintains control 
of Venezuelan with back¬ 
ing from the military and 
nations including Cuba, 
China and Russia.□ 


dinnerfortheirkids. 

But its also a place of chil¬ 
dren's games, young ro¬ 
mance and Scrabble 
matches that seem to 
stretch into eternity. Any¬ 
thing to make the time 
pass. 

It's home, at least for now, 
forthose 130orso people. 
The man who makes all 
this work is a retired high 
school math teacher with 
jet black hair and the thin 
moustache of a bygone 
movie star. J uan Fierro is a 
70-year-old preacher and 
recovering alcoholic who 
eventually found direction 
in the Methodist church. At 
the shelter, Fierro is simply 
"El Pastor." 

El Pastor is the lawgiver (no 
drinking, no smoking, no 
fighting) and the genial 
benefactor who supplies 
everything from food to bus 
fare to toilet paper. 

He's an unrepentant op¬ 
timist. But he's also aston¬ 
ished that in a place full of 
disparate, frustrated peo¬ 
ple there's so little trouble. 

"I don't understand why 
they're not at odds with 
each other," he said. 
Prejudices lurk just beneath 
the surface: Cubans are 
bossy, the migrants say 
about each other. Africans 
smell. Guatemalans are ig¬ 
norant. 

In the spring, trouble ap¬ 
peared ready to explode 
when a Mexican aid orga¬ 
nization brought a group 
of African migrants to the 
shelter. 

"Everyone stood still, watch¬ 
ing them,"Fierro said. 

"Are they going to stay with 
us?" the stunned residents 
asked him. 

The Central Americans in 
particular, many from iso¬ 
lated villages with little ex¬ 
posure to the wider world, 
are often shocked to be liv¬ 
ing with black people. 

"We have to show them 
that we are OK," said Sam- 
rah, a Ugandan migrant, 
rolling hereyes 
The U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security insists 
the January policy return¬ 
ing migrants in Mexico is 
designed to bring order to 
the asylum process and 
"decrease the number of 
those taking advantage of 
the immigration system.'□ 
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Happy Community Initiative is 
your chance to support Aruban 
community: 

Two GMs> One Goal 



EAGLE BEACH — You vacation on the island on a regu¬ 
lar basis, or you visit us for the first time. You purchased 
yourtime share for many years, oryou ate in the process 
of buying. It does not matter, we know you have fallen 
or will fall in love with Aruba. Parallel with that love goes 
the love for the people, the connection with the resort 
staff, the excursion guide, and the housekeeper down 
to the taxi driver. Arubans love tourists and tourists love 
Arubans, lwo gentlemen who can confirm this ate the 
General Managers Luigi Heredia of Costa Linda Beach 
Resort; and Bob Curtis of Casa del Mar Beach Resort & 
Time share. They will tell you how you can connect even 
mote with our locals by giving a helping hand! 

In the lobby of the Costa Linda Beach Resort (and soon 
at The Casa del Mar) you will find a kiosk that is part of 
the recently launched Happy Community Initiative (HCI) 
which invites you to donate an amount from $5 on to 
help Aruba set up after school programs for the youth. 
The island hasitstropical delightand bright side but faces 
some challenges in the social sector at the same time. 
On Aruba about 6 of 10 youngsters between the agesof 
12 and 18 are home alone or without adult supervision 
afterschool time. In mostcases, it isbecause theirparents 
are working. In addition to this, many of Aruba's young- 
stersdo nottravel (often) and experience boredom from 
a lack of activities during school vacations Furthermore, 
4 of 10 Aruban youngsters do not complete secondary 
school. Thisisa very big issue forAruba'sfuture economy 
and the tourism industry. A recent study found; At least 
60% of Aruba's youth isasking for afterschool programs, 
aimed atsports, cooking, art programsand a safe place 
to hang out with friends. 

Deeper meaning 

Heredia is not only GM but also the President of Aruba's 
lime Share Association (A15A). "I always felt it is important 
to carry social responsibility, it gives life a deeper mean¬ 
ing. We from A1SA partnerwith the new Happy Commu¬ 
nity Initiative because we believe in it and wish to help 
whereverwe can." He continuesexplaining thatthe idea 
is to connect our visitors with local community in a con¬ 
structive and long-term way. "Important is that visitors 
have an option wheneverthey feel they want to reach 
out. We do not impose anything, the kiosk is the re for you 
only when you wish to use it." 



INI I AT IV- + ARUBA 



Casa del Mar has been 
looking for a way to give 
back to community for a 
while, says Curtis "Being 
member of A15A this initia¬ 
tive gives us the opportu¬ 
nity to do something on 
a bigger scale. We only 
have about 100employees 
making it harder to create 
a big impact, but in addi¬ 
tion this gives our members 
a chance to contribute. 
Some of our members are 
the oldest on the island, 
and they feel a strong 
connection with the lo¬ 
cal community." Members 
approach him many times 
with the desire to socially 
support the island, some al¬ 
ready volunteer with street 
dog foundations or beach 
clean-ups. 

Youth being the focus 
group of this initiative is a 
great thing, according to 
Curtis "I did not grow up 
in a household where I was 
home alone in the after¬ 
noon, but 60% here is and 
those kids are at risk. They 
are not getting the sup¬ 


port, leadership and guid¬ 
ance they need. Once you 
got on the wrong path it is 
aII the harderto get back. I 
think it will help theirgrades 
to be part of after school 
programs and have some 
adult guidance and sup¬ 
port." HCI is planning to 
implement interaction be¬ 


tween visitors and youth 
by offering volunteer en¬ 
counters, a plan that Cur¬ 
tis applauds. "I would love 
to contribute in a physi¬ 
cal way with my employ¬ 
ees and members, which 
is a great way to connect 
and see the results for 
yourself."Q 



Our Newest Column is All about 
YOUth and Happiness 


ORANJ ES1AD — Our newest column 
Happy Community Initiative is published 
bi-weekly on Thuisdays in Aruba Today. 
We inform you a bout this dynamic, new 
projects from a different angle to give 
you a complete feel, so follow us and 
stay engaged! 

The Happy Community Initiative is a visi¬ 
tor charity program that you can help 
strengthen Aruba's community by do¬ 
nating to good causes. CEDE Aruba, a 
dynamic community foundation, the 
Aruba Timeshare Association (A1EA), 
the Aruba Tourism Authority and several 
companies collaborate in this platform 
for visitors who would like to make a do¬ 
nation, but also volunteer in the future. 


The priority is set to support projects for 
Aruban youths. CEDE Aruba will make 
sure thatthe donations reach meaning¬ 
ful projects of local non-profits, based 
upon quality and transparency of fi¬ 
nances of the offered programs. In this 
manner, you can be assured that your 
donation will reach itsgoal! 

With yourdonation, you support Aruban 
children with after school programs, 
mentorship activitiesand social support. 
You can donate atthe kiosks in the lob¬ 
by of several hotels (Costa Linda, Playa 
Linda, Paradise Beach Villa sand La Ca¬ 
bana) oryou can donate on the web¬ 
site: https://happycommunityaruba. 

org/donate. 


Copyright CEDE Aruba 
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Bucuti &laia Beach ResoitCelebvates Housekeeping Team 

International Housekeeping Week Celebrations 



EAGLE BEACH — Bucuti & Tara 
management and staff look for¬ 
ward to International Housekeep¬ 
ing Week in September, each year. 
It is a highlightforthe hard-working 
Houskeeping team where they are 
folly celebrated by staffand guests 
alike. 

"When September approaches, 
you feel the team getting anxious 
for this years' celebrations", says 
Executive Housekeeper Mickael 
Mesker. "Ihe entire team looks for¬ 
ward to the program and I dedi¬ 
cate time developing something 
special forthem every year”, says 
Mesker, "We combine fun activi¬ 
ties with team building and good 


food." The celebrations kicked off 
with fantastic breakfast in a fully 
decorated, stylish new cafeteria. 

Ihe walls were decorated with 
hand-made picture frames of the 
entire Housekeeping team and the 
cafeteria wasdressed up like a for¬ 
mal dining room, including festive 
confetti and a Grande breakfast 
buffet. Festivities continued with 
a private movie showing on the 
beach of "Absolutely Fabulous" 
with favorite housekeeping hors 
d'oeuvres, followed the next days 
by paintball and a visit to Philips 
Animal Garden. 

Ihe team was treated to a deli¬ 


cious dinnerat Opus restaurant to 
finish off the week of celebrations 

"The housekeeping associates in¬ 
clude our dream-team of long 
time employees with service re¬ 
cords of over 32 years each. It is 
a pleasure to honor my hard work¬ 
ing and loyal team to a week that 
celebrates them and thanks them 
for their exceptional service", says 
Ewald Biemans- Owner & CEO of 
Bucuti&Tara Beach Resort. 

The housekeeping team at Bucuti 
& Tara Beach Resort has won mul¬ 


tiple awards, including the only 
Aruba Resort to win the 2019 AAA 
Inspector's Best Of Housekeeping 
award for exceptional cleanliness 
Our housekeepers are regularly 
praised by guestsfortheir high lev¬ 
el of service. 

Bucuti & Tara Beach Resorts is an 
adult-only 104 room, boutique ho¬ 
tel on Eagle beach. The House¬ 
keeping team provides daily ser¬ 
vice to the guest rooms, as well as 
turndown service. The team also 
manages all public areas and the 
re so rts la und ry fa c ilityO 



Housekeeping ladies in the spotlight 



MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM. TO 12:00PM. 

SATURDAY ^KteAY 


MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM. TO 12:00 PM 


SATlIJ 


& SUNDAY 


office hours 


EAGLE BEACH — Arabia na Inn, Cadushi 
Apartments and Pega Pega Apartments 
celebrated for the first time the Interna¬ 
tional Housekeeping Week. Their house¬ 
keepers are one of the top reasons why 
most of their guests keep returning year 
after. 

All four ladies have been working with 
the hotels for several years now. These la¬ 
dies make sure to have the rooms neatly 


organized day by day. Their dedication, 
passion and effortsand friendly service is 
what makesthem stand out. They are al¬ 
ways ready to welcome you with a smile. 

The management of Arabiana Inn, Ca¬ 
dushi Apartments and Pega Pega Apart- 
mentswould like to give a big Thank You 
to these four ladies for their great effort 
in giving their utmost for their guests and 
the hotels Keep up the great work! □ 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 



Bonus 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 



Additional $500 Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird Drawing 
when you purchase your card before noon! 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts f Boskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lab 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blv<f #47 
583.5000 | co5moalhambra.com 

Play ftiifarKibfy. VrUl mrw.saitilltfiarHnyinMikarg if you at MitiMn* yat It now has a gambling prablim. 



Aruba's 9th Restaurant Week is prolonged through September 22nd 


ORANJ ES1AD — We have good news for you! Due to overwhelming success it was 
decided to prolong the Restaurant Week at the nine Aruba Wine and Dine restaurants 
through Sunday, September 22nd! 

The Restaurant Week isa true treatforAruba'sadventurousdiners, who will be able to 
take advantage of the superdeal atthe fabulousAruba Wine and Dine restaurants. 
The restaurants a re all different, each of them unique in itsown way. Tango Argentine 
Grill, Cafe the Plaza, Fishes & More, MooMba Beach, Salt& Pepper, Que Pasa, Drag¬ 
onfly, NosClubhuisand Hadicurari continue to be ready to receive you. 




"The price per3-course menu will leave you open-mouthed 
with wonder, just Afl. 45 per person: this is not possible in 
thisday and age! 


Most of the Restaurant Week's profits will go to Maris Stel¬ 
la, the home forAruba's elderly. It is just one more reason 
to go out to dinnerduring this superspecial week. Please 
make your reservations in advance, asthese will give you 
the best seats in the house. 


To make yourreservation, visitwww.yummyaruba.com.Q 
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The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitor on the island 



Recently, Ms. Dariine & de 
C uba had the greatpleasuie 
to ho nor a Loyal and friendly 
visitors of Aruba as Goodwill 
Ambassador at their home 
away from home. 

The honored was: 

Mis. Mary Rayne resident 
of Tucson Arizona honored 
as 30 yea is consecutive. 

The symbolic honorary title is 
presented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a to¬ 
ken of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba be¬ 
tween 10-20-35 and more 
consecutive years. 

Ms. Dariine S. de Cuba 
thanked them for choos¬ 
ing Aruba as their vaca¬ 
tion destination and as their 
home away from home for 
so many yea is together with 
the members of la Quinta .□ 


Bohemian Restaurant Tonight live Violinist Angela 



PALM BEACH — Avant-garde from Fiance, nonconform¬ 
ist in style and ethnic in cuisine. That is what the new kid 
in town is about Bohemian Restaurant is different un¬ 
conventional and a rebel with a cause. The cause is to 
make you feel king in this hidden garden with outstand¬ 
ing dishes that connect you to the European liaisons of 
Aruba. TONIGHThas an extra macric: the live Violinist An¬ 
gela performs! Rom traditional French and Italian famous 
melodies to mote upbeat pop and rock and toll. A taste 
forevetyone. 


A garden full of strong trees and dressed 
up in New York-style industrial-look ele¬ 
ments creates a cosmopolitan vibe while 
at the same time the tropical breeze and 
outside dining connectto the Caribbean. 
Waiters with French barrettes and pant 
suspenders service you with a happy and 
loose style with on the background the 
sounds of underground chill music varied 
with French classics. 

ONLY French owned Restaurant 

The French are famousfortheirculinary art. 
Bohemain is the ONLY French owned res¬ 
taurant on Aruba and offers you Grande 
gastronomy in a hip decor. French classics 
like Coq-au-Vin, Beef tartare, Escargot, 
Duck Foie GrasTerrine, Bouillabaisse Fish 
Soup, Tuna-Tartare, Quinoa-Salad, Rib-Eye 
Butter MaTtre-D, Creme Brulee, Chocolate 
Lava Cake and Pineapple Carpaccio are 
on the menu. Mediterranean inspired dish¬ 
es like Rasel Hanout Fish Kebbab, Honey 




and Rosemary Lamb Shank, Moroccan 
Lamb sausages, Mediterranean Sea Bass 
and Grilled Local Catch are other finger 
licking options. Directly imported wines 
from wineries in Europe make up fora per¬ 
fect pairing. You are welcome to enjoy 
the Happy Hours and Daily Early Birdsfrom 
5 to 7 PM. Bon appetite! 

Free Parking available at the parking lot in 
front of Bareelo Resort.O 


Make your reservations through their 
website: htfpsWbohemianaiuba.com. 
Call them at00 297 280 8448. 

Facebook: Bohemian. 
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Gaming 
heavyweights 
laise $17M 
for new 
espovts 
network 

NEW YORK (AP) — A new 

venture backed by many 
of video gaming's biggest 
publishers is unveiling a 
network that hopes to be 
to esports what ESPN has 
been to traditional sports. 
VENN is set to launch in 
2020 and aims to give the 
fragmented esports scene 
a home base for content 
with higher production val¬ 
ue than gamersare used to 
with online streaming. The 
network was co-founded 
by four-time Emmy-winning 
producer Ariel Horn and 
entrepreneur Ben Kusin 
and has raised $17 million 
from investors including 
co-founders from Twitch, 
Riot Games and Blizzard 
Entertainment. VENN, short 
forVideo Game Entertain¬ 
ment and News Network, 
will debut with live studios 
in New York and Los An¬ 
geles. There is expected 
to be 55 hours of original 
programming per week, 
including gamer streams, 
talk shows, documentaries 
and live esport events. It al¬ 
ready has deals in place to 
broadcast on Twitch and 
YouTube and expects to 
be available on mediums 
like Roku or Sling. Esports 
revenues are expected to 
top $1 billion this year, and 
global viewership numbers 
are rivaling those of tradi¬ 
tional sports — nearly 100 
million viewers watched 
last year's League of Leg¬ 
ends world champion¬ 
ship, roughly on par with 
TV viewership forthe Super 
Bowl. Yet the industry re¬ 
mains disjointed. Just like 
not all football fans also 
watch hockey, Fortnite 
players aren't necessarily 
keeping tabson League of 
Legends or Overwatch. 

Continued on Rage 23 


Minnesota Twins’ Miguel Sano (22) canies Ronald loneyesas Mitch Garverjoinsthe celebration after Toireyes was hit by a pitch 
from Chicago White Sox's J ose Ruiz with the bases loaded forthe winning ran in the 12th inning of a baseball game Tuesday, Sept 
17, 2019, in Minneapolis. The Twins won 9-8. 

Associated Press 
Page 22 
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Melbourne's sand belt to hostworid'sbestgoHeisyetagain 



In this Nov. 26 , 2018, file photo golfer Ernie Els, captain ofthe International learn at this year's Presi¬ 
dents Cup, sits in front of a beach house at Brighton in Melbourne, Australia. 

Associated Press 


By DENNIS PASSA 
AP Spoils WHter 

Former Australian and Eu¬ 
ropean Tour professional 
Michael Clayton reckons 
he's played Melbourne's 
so-called sandbelt courses 
about 1,000 times. 

Lucky him. 

The eight courses feature 
bunkers sculpted out of 
sand, pristine greens and 
fairways unlike any others. 
They are most often praised 
by pros who have played 
them, with Royal Mel¬ 
bourne and Metropolitan, 
where Clayton is a mem¬ 
ber, generally regarded as 
the pick ofthe bunch. 

Royal Melbourne will host 
the Presidents Cup in De- 
cemberforthe third time — 
it's where the International 
Team won its only previous 
tournament against the 
United States in 1998. 

'The sandbelt courses in 
Australia are among the 
best in the world and some 
of my favorites to play," Ti¬ 
ger Woods, who will cap¬ 
tain the U.S. team and 
could play aswell, said dur¬ 
ing a promotional visit to 
Melbourne. 

Here are some otherthings 
to know about the sand¬ 
belt courses, and Royal 
Melbourne in particular. 


'CLAYIS PATCH 

'The bunkers, as much 
as anyone tries to copy, 
they never work," Clayton, 
known as 'Clayts' among 
his fellow prosand friends, 
sa id in a n interview with The 
Associated Press. 

The sandbelt courses are 


considered to be Royal 
Melbourne, Victoria, Metro¬ 
politan, Huntingdale, Com¬ 
monwealth, Yana Yana, 
Kingston Heath and Penin¬ 
sula. They are all close to 
one another — Victoria is 
across the road from Roy¬ 
al Melbourne — making it 
popular with tourists lucky 
enough to gamer an invi¬ 
tation to even a few ofthe 
prized clubs. In this case, 
who you know means ev¬ 
erything. 

"Alister Mackenzie came 
down and built those 
shapes, the sand-faced 
bunker, and it worked so 
well," the Melboume-bom 
Clayton said. 'They have 
a great bunch of difficult 
par-4s, a great group of 
mid-length par-3sfrom 140 
and 170 yards. At least 20 
world-class holes" 

'They are the best group 
of courses in the world with 
New York and London. But 
if you were to pick out one 
thing, you would talkabout 
those par-3s" 

In 1931, two years before 
Mackenzie designed Au¬ 
gusta National in Georgia, 
home of the Masters, the 
British golf course architect 
designed the West Course 
at Royal Melbourne. 
COURSE MANAGEMENT 
Richard Forsyth has been 


golf course superintendent 
at Royal Melbourne for 10 
years Before that, he spent 
15 years at Metropolitan, 
where golfers who showed 
up for the 2001 World 
Match-Play Championship 
won by Steve Strieker said 
they often mistook the fair¬ 
ways for greens because 
ofthe immaculate growth 
from the sandy loam soil. 
Asked if he pinches him¬ 
self with his good fortune 
to have been in charge of 
two of the best sandbelt 
courses for so long, Forsyth 
says: "I often certainly be¬ 
lieve that" 

"Royal Melbourne is the 
most dramatic ofthe sand¬ 
belt courses with the sand 
dunes, the closest sand belt 
course to the bay and the 
beach, and the most roll¬ 
ing terrain," Forsyth said. "It 
also has the most dramatic 
elevation change." 

Forsyth says the weather 
has been cooperating in 
the lead-up to the Presi¬ 
dents Cup, with above-av¬ 
erage rainfall over recent 
months 
THE COURSE 

The Presidents Cup will fea¬ 
ture a composite course 
at Royal Melbourne, which 
was first used 60 years ago 
to host the World Cup, then 
knownasthe Canada Cup. 


It contains 12 holesfromthe 
West Course and six from 
the Alex Russell-designed 
East course. The composite 
course, which is the norm 
for major tournaments, 
includes what many be¬ 
lieve to be the best of both 
courses. But logistic ally, it 
means golfers don't have 
to crossa busy road during 
their rounds. 

Forsyth says they'll start 
paying extra attention to 
the holes on the composite 
course in mid-November. 
'We try to consistently man¬ 
age both courses, at same 
time, same level," he said. 
'To bring the two together 
is not a big shift." 

The first 10 holes of the 
composite course are from 
the West course, followed 
by the six from the East, 
and closing with usual first 
and second holesfromthe 
West. 

EARLY CHRISTMAS 

The PresidentsCup issetfor 
Dec. 12-15. Afteritsonly loss 
in 1998, the American team 
won in a return to Royal 
Melbourne in 2011. 

The eight qualifiers for the 
Americans are Brooks Ko- 
epka, J ustin Thomas, Dustin 
Johnson, Patrick Cantlay, 
Xander Schauffele, Webb 
Simpson, Matt Kucharand 
Bryson DeChambeau. 

The International team will 
be led by Marc Leishman, 
Louis Oosthuizen, Adam 
Scott and Hideki Mat¬ 
suyama, who have a com¬ 
bined 17 Presidents Cup 
appearances. The four 
newcomers to the event 
will be Abraham Ancer, 
Haotong Li, Cameron Smith 
and C.T. Pan. 

Four captains' picks will be 
added. For the Interna¬ 
tional team that will likely 
include Australian favorite 
J ason Day. 

International captain Er¬ 
nie Els said his team will try 
to overcome the odds to 
beat the Americans for 
only the second time in 21 
years. "People are not giv¬ 
ing us much of a chance. I 
mean, the whole ofthe U.S. 
team is in the top 20," Els 
said. 'We have one player 
in the top 20, and that's just 
the way it is. But somebody 
is going to win 15 V 2 points, 
and at the end ofthe day, 
that'souraim. 


Osaka teaches quarterfinals 
at Ran Racific Open 


OSAKA, japan (AP) 

Top seeded Naomi Osaka 
reached the quarterfinals 
at the Pan Pacific Open 
by beating qualifier Vik- 
toriya Tomova 7-5, 6-3 on 
Wednesday. 

Osaka, who was broken 
twice early in the match, 
is looking to win her first 
title in her hometown after 
finishing runner-up in 2016 
and 2018. 

She will next meet either 
Yulia Putintseva or Russian 
qualifier Varvara Flink. 

Also, fourth-seeded An- 
gelique Kerber won her 
first match since Wimble¬ 
don, beating American 
qualifier Nicole Gibbs 6-2, 
6-4. 

'The goal now is to fin¬ 
ish the year as well as I 
can, to put all the energy 


which I have into this run 
in Asia and to play well in 
the next few weeks," Ker¬ 
ber said. Kerber will next 
face Madison Keys, who 
defeated Zhrina Diyas5-7, 
6-0, 6-4. "I know Madison 
really well, so I know what 
to expect," Kerber said. "It 
will be interesting. We both 
know we have to play our 
best a gainst each other." 
Elise Mertens also ad¬ 
vanced, beating Hsieh Su- 
Wei 6-3,1-6, 6-2. 

At the Korea Open in 
Seoul, second-seeded 
Ekaterina Alexandrova 
recovered well to beat 
Kristyna Pliskova 3-6, 6-3, 
6-4 and reach the quar¬ 
terfinals Magda Unette 
also reached the quarter¬ 
finals, defeating Anastasia 
Potapova 7-5, 7-6 (4). □ 
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J agua is could enter AFC South race with win overTitans 



Tennessee Titans quarterback Marcus Mariota passes againstthe IndianapolisColtsinthefiisthalf 
of an NR. football game Sunday, Sept 15, 2019, in Nashville, Term. 

Associated Press 


AP Pro Football Whiter 

The AFC South is shaping 
up as quite a division race. 
Should the Jaguars win 
at home Thursday night 
against the Titans, it would 
tighten up things early in 
the season. 

But Tennessee, ranked 18th 
in the APPro32, isa lV^point 
favorite overj acksonville. 
The Colts, even without An¬ 
drew Luck, and the Texans, 
even though J .J. Watt has 
not stamped his domina¬ 
tion on a game yet, both 
are 1-1 with indications 
they'll get stronger as the 
schedule progresses. Ten¬ 
nessee also is 1-1, and 
would be a threat in the di¬ 
vision if it shows it can con¬ 
sistently win road games. 
Though Jacksonville has 
not been any particular 
problem as an opponent: 
The Titans have won four 
straight and six of seven in 
the series. Tennessee needs 
one more victory to match 
its longest win streak in se¬ 
ries history. "I love playing 
when the lights are on, 
and I look forward to these 
challenges," quarterback 
MarcusMariota says. "I look 
forward to these division 
games. And ourguyslthink 
will be ready to go. It's go¬ 
ing to be a challenge, but 
we're looking forward to it." 
It's hard to pinpoint what 
the Jaguars (0-2) can be 
optimistic about. The de¬ 
fense needs to be its call¬ 
ing card with QB Nick Foies 
injured, and it stepped up 
a bit in last week's loss to 
Houston. The uproar over 
standout comerbackj alen 
Ramsey seeking a trade 
has drawn the headlines 
for J acksonville, along with 
his sideline confrontation 
with coach Doug Marrone 
on Sunday. 

Too many negative vibes 
forthe J ags. 

TITANS, 20-17 
KNOCKOUT POOL Wasn't 
quite fair to pick Ratriots 


over Dolphins This week 
isnt lair either, as we take 
DALLAS 

No. 15 Houston (plus 3) at 
No. 13 Los Angeles Char¬ 
gers 

Texans have a look we like, 
and Watt is bound to take 
charge soon. 

UPSET SPECIAL Texans 27- 
26 

No. 30 New York J ets (plus 
22 1-2) at No. 1 New Big¬ 
land 

Have to feel for the Jets, 
but the Patriots won't and 
will pile it on. 

BEST BET: Ratriots 40-10 
No. 32 Miami (plus 21) at 
No. 4 Dallas 

Have to feel for the Dol¬ 
phins, but Cowboys won't 
and will pile it on. 

COWBOYS 40-10 

No. 25 at Denver (plus 7 

1-2) at No. 7 Green Bay 

Broncos were 1 second 
from fulfilling ourUPSETSPE- 
ClALvs. Chicago. Not go¬ 
ing there this time. 

PACKERS 23-17 

No. 20 Detroit (plus 61-2) at 

No. 8 Philadelphia 

Eagles are banged-up 


group and Lions showed a 
lot against Chargers Still... 

EAGLES 26-23 

No. 5 Baltimore (plus 6 1-2) 

at No. 2 Kansas City 

Lamar Jackson vs. Patrick 
Mahomes. Such a juicy 
matchup won by... 

CHIEFS 28-20 

No. 10 New Orleans (plus 3) 
at No. 6 Seattle 

What a juicy matchup this 
would have been with 
Drew Breeshealthy. 

SEA HAWKS 21-16 

No. 17 Atlanta (plus 1 1-2) 

at No. 16 Indianapolis 

Despite being Luckless, 
Colts are looking pretty 
good. 

COL1S 30-26 

No. 21 Oakland (plus 8) at 
No. 9 Minnesota 

Vikings could use a big re¬ 
bound game. So could 
Raiders. 

VIKINGS 28-25 
No. 31 New York Giants 
(plus 6 1-2) at No. 23 lam- 
pa Bay 

Don't trust the Bucs much, 
but Giants are going with 
rookie QB DanielJ ones 

BUCCANEERS 26-13 


No. 24 Carolina (minus 4V5) 
at No. 28 Arizona 

Not many teams that Pan¬ 
thers would be favored 


By CHRIS TALBOTT 
Associated Press 
SEATTLE (AP) — New Or¬ 
leans Saints coach Sean 
Payton says quarterback 
Drew Brees will undergo 
surgery on his injured right 
thumb Wednesday after¬ 
noon. 

Payton said he has no time¬ 
table for Brees' return, but 
said he has no immediate 
plans to put Brees on in¬ 
jured reserve. He declined 
to name a starter for the 
Saints game at the Seattle 
Seahawkson Sunday. 
Teddy Bridgewate rente red 
last Sunday's loss to the Los 
Angeles Rams after Brees 
injured a ligament near 


overrig ht now. 

CARDINALS, 20-16 

No. 29Cincinnati (plus 6) at 

No. 11 Buffalo 

Hard to believe Bills could 
be 3-0. No, we don't see 
them as threat to Patriots 
Anyway... 

BILLS, 24-19 

No. 22 Pftisbuigh (plus 6 
l-2)atNo. 12 San Francisco 

Hard to believe 49erscould 
be 3-0. Don't see them 
as threat to Rams or Se- 
ahawks Anyway... 

49ERS, 19-16 

No. 3 Los Angeles Rams 
(minus 3) at No. 19 Cleve¬ 
land 

Another prime-time spot¬ 
light forthe Browns Aaron 
Donald might spoil their 
nig ht. 

RAMS, 30-20 

No. 14 Chicago (minus 3 
1-2) at No. 26 Washington, 
Monday night 

Still annoyed at how Bears 
won last week. But can't 
pick Redskins 

BEARS, 22-141J 


the thumb on his throwing 
hand while attempting a 
pass Brees was unable to 
grip a football without pain 
on the sideline after the 
play. 

Payton said the surgery will 
take place in Los Angeles 
The Saints a re in Seattle this 
week. 

Payton said Wednesday 
morning he likely will not 
announce a starter going 
into the game. Bridgewa¬ 
ter started 28 games for 
the Minnesota Vikings in 
2014-15 before a serious 
knee injury. He signed a 
one-year, $7.25 million deal 
to stay with New Orleans in 
the offseasonO 


Payton: Drew Brees to 
have suigeiy on right 
hand 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.drtftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297}-58325!5 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Kova lev eagerto ta ke on C a nelo Alva tez at light heavyweight 


By DM DAHLBERG 
AP Boxing VUHter 

Sergey Kova levwasconsid- 
ered by some to be washed 
up after he lost two straight 
fights to Andre Ward, the 
second by knockout. He 
got stopped again a few 
fights later, then had to ral¬ 
ly in his native Russia to stop 
Anthony Yarde and retain 
his 175-pound title just last 
month. 

His reward for persevering 
through adversity? A Nov. 
2 fight with Mexican star 
Canelo Alvarez that Kova¬ 
lev believes will be his best 
ever. 

"I already have experience 
at this level and am much 
smarter," Kovalev said 
Wednesday. "I think this 
fight isgoing to be more in¬ 
teresting than my previous 
fights" 

Alvarez will move up two 
weight classes to chal¬ 
lenge Kovalev for his light 
heavyweight title Nov. 2 in 
Las Vegas in a fight loaded 
with intrigue. 

For Alvarez, it's a chance 



In this Saturday, Aug. 24,2109 file photo, Seigey Kovalev of Rus¬ 
sia celebrates alter defeating Anthony Yarde of Britain during 
theirWBO light heavyweight title bout in Chelyabinsk, Russia. 

Associated Press 

to win a title in his fourth his standing asthe biggest 
weight class and cement attraction in boxing. Forthe 


36-year-old Kovalev, it's an 
opportunity to prove the 
critics wrong and win the 
biggest fig ht of his career. 
"Canelo is a real fighter," 
Kovalev said. "I like fighting 
real fighters. Not a guy like 
Ward." 

Kovalev lost a disputed de¬ 
cision to Ward in their first 
fight, then was stopped by 
him in the eighth round of 
their 2017 rematch. After 
getting knocked out by 
Eleider Alvarez he switched 
trainers, bringing in veteran 
Buddy McGirt, who helped 
him beat Alvarez in a re¬ 
match and stop Yarde to 
retain his title. 

Kova lev believesthe switch 
in trainers has revitalized his 
career, which had been 
based previously on simply 
trying to knock out every¬ 
one he got into the ring 
with. 

"I believe in Buddy 100 per¬ 
cent," Kovalev said. 'This is 
a real coach. After 10years 
I finally have gotten a real 
coach." 

Kovalev will find a smaller 


man in the ring when he 
meets Alvarez, who is con¬ 
sidered among the top 
pound-for-pound fighters 
in boxing. Alvarez moved 
up to 168 pounds last year 
to win a title against an 
overmatched Rocky Field¬ 
ing but returned to middle¬ 
weight in his last fight to 
successfully defend histitles 
against DannyJ acobs. 

The risk for Alvarez is that 
he runs into a big punch by 
Kovalev, who has29knock¬ 
outs in his 34-3-1 career. The 
risk for Kovalev is that Alva¬ 
rez (52-1-2, 35 knockouts) is 
too quick and too skilled a 
boxer to allow that to hap¬ 
pen. 

"It's a big fight for me, the 
biggest I've had," Kova¬ 
lev said. 'Canelo is one of 
the best pound-for-pound 
a nd I'm the best in the lig ht 
heavyweight division right 
now. It will be a very good 
fight." 

The fight at the MGM 
Grand hotel arena will be 
televised by the streaming 
service DAZNO 
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Moustakas* Cain lift Brewers past Radies 3-1 



Milwaukee Brewers' Lorenzo Cain celebrates alter hitting a home tun during the third inning of a 
baseball game againstthe San Diego Radies Tuesday, Sept 17,2019, in Milwaukee. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated ness 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Mike 
Moustakashit his35th hom¬ 
er, and Milwaukee earned 
its 11th win in 12 ga mes 
Lorenzo Cain also went 
deep as the Brewers 
moved into a tie with the 
Chicago Cubs for the NL's 
second wild card. They also 
pulled within two games of 
NLCentraHeading St. Louis 
Moustakas connected 
against Matt Strahm (5-9) 
in the seventh, giving Mil¬ 
waukee a 2-1 lead. Trent 
Grisham added a sacrifice 
fly in the eighth. 

Matt Albers (8-5) got the 
win, and Drew Pomeranz 
worked two innings for his 
second save. 

Hunter Renfroe hit his 32nd 
homer in the seventh for 
San Diego, which matched 
a season high with its sixth 
stra ig ht loss. 

NATIONALS6, CARDINALS 2 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Patrick 
Corbin struckout 11 in six in¬ 
nings for Washington, and 
Howie Kendrick had three 
hits 

The Nationals increased 
their lead for the NL's top 
wild card to 1 1/2 games 
overthe Cubsand Brewers 
Corbin (13-7) allowed two 
unearned runs and five hits 
Daniel Hudson got six outs 
forhisfourth save. 

Miles Mikolas(9-14) pitched 
six innings before he was 
lifted fora pinch hitter. He 
allowed three runs and 
became the first Cardinals 
pitcher to lose 14 games 
in a season since Braden 
Looperwent 12-14 in 2008. 
St. Louis leads the NL Cen¬ 
tral by two gamesoverChi- 
cago and Milwaukee. 
DODGERS7, RAYS5 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Corey 
Seager drove in four runs, 
including a go-ahead,two- 
run double in the seventh, 
and Los Angeles rallied to 
beatTampa Bay. 

Seager's ground-rule dou¬ 
ble in the fifth was the 
Dodgers' first hit of the 
game and briefly gave 
them a 2-1 lead. The Dodg¬ 
ers broke the game open 
in the seventh with five runs 
and five hits 

Tampa Bay had its lead for 
the second AL wild card 
cut to one-half game over 
Cleveland. 


REDS4, CUBS2 

CHICAGO (AP) —The Cubs 
were shut down by Sonny 
Gray and two relievers, 
hurting their playoff posi¬ 
tioning. 

Chicago had won five in 
a row, outscoring its op¬ 
ponents 59-18 during the 
stretch. But it managed just 
two runs against Gray (11- 
7) before Michael Lorenzen 
and Raisel Iglesias closed 
out the five-hitter for Cin¬ 
cinnati. 

The Cubs (82-69) dropped 
into a tie for the second NL 
wild card with Milwaukee. 
They also missed out on an 
opportunity to gain ground 
on NL Central-leading 
St. Louis, which lost 6-2 to 
Washington. 

Rookie Aristides Aquino hit 
his 16th homer for Cincin¬ 
nati (71-81). 

Gray struck out nine in 6 2/3 
innings. Iglesias pitched a 


perfect ninth for his 32nd 
save. 

Yu Darvish (6-7) struck out 
13 in seven innings for Chi¬ 
cago, but was hurt by a 
slow start. Kyle Schwarber 
had three hits and two RBIs 
MARLINS 12, DIAMOND- 
BACKS6 

PHOENIX (AP) — Miguel 
Rojas had a career-high six 
RBIs, including a three-run 
double, and Miami rallied 
past Arizona. 

The Marlins pounded 17 
hits to beat Arizona for the 
fourth time in six tries this 
year. The Diamondbacks' 
slim playoff hopes took 
another hit with the loss: 
They're 5 V 2 games behind 
the Chicago Cubs and 
Milwaukee Brewers for the 
second NL wild-card spot 
with 10 to play. 

The Diamondbacks led 
4-2 after five innings. Left¬ 
hander Alex Young had 


a solid start, giving up two 
runs over five innings Matt 
Andriese (5-5) came on in 
relief and gave up three 
runs — all with two outs in 
the sixth — when Rojas hit 
his bases-c lea ring double 
that barely stayed inside 
the left-field line. 

Caleb Smith (9-10) got the 
win, giving up fourrunsover 
five innings. 

PHILLIES 5, BRAVES 4 
ATLANTA (AP) — Rhys 
Hoskins and Jose Pirela hit 
two-run homers off Dallas 
Keuchel in Philadelphia's 
five-run fourth inning. 

Vince Velasquez (7-7) gave 
up two runs in the first be¬ 
fore recovering with four 
straight scoreless innings. 
The right-hander allowed 
five hits in five innings for 
the Phillies. 

Hector Neris worked a 
rocky ninth forhis27th save. 
The Braves began the night 


needing a combination of 
three wins and Washington 
lossesto clinch the division. 
Keuchel (8-6) surrendered 
five runs in five innings. He 
had won his last five starts. 
ME1S6, ROC KIES 1 
DENVER (AP) — Marcus 
Stroma n pitched seven 
shutout innings, and New 
York beat Colorado to 
boost its flickering playoff 
hopes. 

Amed Rosario, Brandon 
Nimmo and Pete Alonso 
homered in the sixth for 
the Mets, breaking open a 
score lessgame. 

New York pulled within four 
gamesof Chicago and Mil¬ 
waukee for the second NL 
wild card. The Mets have 
11 ga mes left in the regula r 
season. 

Stroman (9-13) allowed 
four hits in helping the Mets 
bounce backfrom consec¬ 
utive losses. 

Charlie Blackmon homered 
off Luis Avila n with two outs 
in the ninth for the Rockies' 
lone run. 

Tim Melville (2-3) got the 
loss. 

MARINERS 6, PIRATES O 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Marco 
Gonzales pitched seven in¬ 
nings, helping Seattle beat 
Pittsburgh after Pirates 
closer Felipe Vazquez was 
arrested on multiple felony 
charges earlier in the day. 
Vazquez was charged with 
statutory sexual assault, so¬ 
liciting a child and pornog¬ 
raphy, and placed on ad¬ 
ministrative leave by Major 
League Baseball. 

Vazquez was taken into 
custody by Pennsylvania 
State Police on one count 
of computer pornogra¬ 
phy/solicitation of a child 
and one count of provid¬ 
ing obscene material to 
minors, both felonies, stem¬ 
ming from an investiga¬ 
tion in Florida. He was later 
charged in Westmoreland 
County, which is located 
east of Pittsburgh, with felo¬ 
ny counts of statutory sexu¬ 
al assault, unlawful contact 
with a minor and corrup¬ 
tion of minors and a misde¬ 
meanor count of indecent 
assault of a person under 
16 years old. 

Gonzales (16-11) also dou¬ 
bled and scored in the fifth 
inning .□ 
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Yasbzemski hornets as Giants beat Red Sox 7-6 in 15 innings 



San Ftancisco Giants' Mike Yasbzemski watches the flight of his solo home run in the fourth inning 
of a baseball game againstthe Boston Red Sox at Fenway Fkrk in Boston, Tuesday, Sept 17,2019. 
Yasbzemski is the grandson of Red Sox great and Hall of FamerCaii Yasbzemski. 

Associated Ftess 


By the Assoc iated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Mike Yastr- 
zemski, grandson of former 
Red Sox great and Hall of 
Famer Carl Yastrzemski, 
homered in his first game 
in Fenway Park, and Alex 
Dickerson had a pinch-hit 
sacrifice fly in the 15th in¬ 
ning to lift the San Francisco 
Giants to a 7-6 victory over 
Boston on Tuesday night. 
Ihe game featured a ma¬ 
jor league record-tying 
24 pitchers — including a 
team-record 13 by the Gi¬ 
ants— and had 50 players 
overall, lasting 5 hours, 54 
minutes. 'Take Me Out to 
the Ballgame" was played 
in the middle of the 14th in¬ 
ning. 

San Francisco manager 
Bruce Bochy, who is retiring 
at the end of the season, 
moved one win away from 
becoming the 11th big- 
league manager to reach 
2,000 victories. 

Donovan Solano opened 
the 15th with a ground-rule 
double against Trevor Kel¬ 
ley (0-2) and advanced 
on a wild pitch before the 
Dickerson's sac fly. 

Dereck Rodriguez (6-9) 
worked two innings for the 
victory. 

BLUE J AYS 8,0 RIO IBS 5 

BALTIMORE (AP) — Rookie 
Cavan Biggio hitforthe cy¬ 
cle, leading Toronto to the 
victory. 

Biggio homered in the 
third inning, singled in the 
sixth, doubled in the eighth 
and tripled in the ninth. 
He drove in four runs and 
scored three times. 

Biggio and hisfather, Craig, 
a Hall of Famer with the 
Houston Astros, are the 
second father-son duo in 
major league history to hit 
forthe cycle, joining Daryle 
and Gary Ward. 

It wa s a Iso the first time a n 
opponent hitforthe cycle 


in the 27-year history of 
Camden Yards. 

Trey Mancini and Jona¬ 
than Villar homered for 
last-place Baltimore, which 
lost forthe third time in four 
games. Mychal Givens (2- 
6) got the loss. 

Derek Law (1-2) ea med the 
win by throwing a scoreless 
eighth inning. 

YANKEES 8, ANGELS 0 
NEW YORK (AP) — LuisSev- 
erino pitched four domi¬ 
nant innings in his injury-de¬ 
layed season debut forthe 
Yankees. 

A two-time All-Star and the 
ace of the Yankees staff, 
Severino got hurt while 
warming up before his first 
scheduled spring training 
appearance on March 5. 
While Severino was back 
on the mound, the Yankees 
announced reliever Del- 
lin Betances partially tore 
the Achilles tendon in his 
left foot in his season debut 
Sunday atToronto. 

New York lowered its magic 
numberto one over Cleve¬ 


land to clinch the Yankees' 
55th postseason appear¬ 
ance — 22 more than any 
otherteam. 

Gleyber Torres hit his 38th 
homer, and J onathan Loia- 
siga (2-1) got the win. 

Noe Ramirez (5-4) was 
charged with the loss. 
TWINS 9, WHITE SOX 8, 12 
INNINGS 

MINNEAPOUS (AP) — Ron¬ 
ald Toneyes was hit by a 
bases-loaded pitch in Min¬ 
nesota's three-run 12th in¬ 
ning, and the Twins main¬ 
tained their five-game lead 
in the ALCentral. 

Marwin Gonzalez hit a ty¬ 
ing two-run single off Jose 
Ruiz (1-4). Torreyes, a Sep¬ 
tember rosteraddition who 
has only six plate appear- 
ancesforthe Twinsthissea- 
son, crouched in front of 
a 2-1 fastball with his bat 
readyto swing before hold¬ 
ing off. The ball grazed his 
right forearm a she lowered 
it over the plate, trigger¬ 
ing the celebration by the 
Twins. 


The Twins, who improved to 
13-5 against the White Sox 
this season, trimmed their 
magic number for clinch¬ 
ing the division to seven. 
Ryan Cordell hit a two-run 
drive in the top of the 12th 
off Ryne Harper (4-2), one 
of four homers allowed by 
Twins relievers. 

INDIANS 7, TIGERS 2 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Adam 
Plutko pitched six effective 
innings, rookie Oscar Mer¬ 
cado homered and Cleve¬ 
land beat Detroit for the 
15th stra ighttime. 
Cleveland has won 16 of 
17 in the season series, with 
Detroit's only win coming 
on April 10 at Comerica 
Park. 

Plutko (7-4) allowed two 
runs and four hits in his first 
win since he beat Detroit 
on Aug. 27. 

Mercado hit a solo drive off 
7ac Reininger (0-3) in the 
second for his 12th homer. 
Dawel Lugo homered in 
the fifth for Detroit. Victor 
Reyes sing led in a run in the 


third. 

ASTROS4, RANGERS 1 

HOUSTON (AP) — Justin 
Veriander picked up his 
major league-leading 19th 
win, and Yuli Gurriel, Alex 
Bregman and Yorclan Alva¬ 
rez homered for Houston. 
The Astros have a magic 
number of one to clinch a 
playoff berth and three to 
capture their third straight 
American League West 
title. 

Veriander (19-6) struck out 
eight in six scoreless innings 
Roberto Osuna struck out 
two in the ninth for his 34th 
save. 

Texas starter Lance Lynn 
(14-11) was tough early 
and the Astros had just one 
hit before Guniel's home 
run to the first row of the 
seats in right field with one 
out in the fifth. 

ATHLETICS2, ROYAIS1 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 
Matt Olson hit a tying 
homerforOakland leading 
off the seventh, and Seth 
Brown hita go-ahead dou¬ 
ble two batters later. 
Olson's drive to center 
reached the Coliseum's 
elevated bleachers in the 
level above the luxury 
suites. Jorge Lopez (4-8) 
then hit Mark Canha with 
a pitch before Brown dou¬ 
bled. 

A.J. Puk (2-0) followed Brett 
Anderson and struck out 
two over two shutout in¬ 
nings for his second major 
league win. 

Liam Hendriks struck out 
two in a 1-2-3 ninth for his 
23rd save. 

The A's, who hold the 
top AL wild-card spot, 
bounced back after their 
six-game winning streak 
wassnapped by Monday's 
6-5 loss to the Royals 
Kansas City's Nick Dini hit a 
sacrifice fly in the fifth for 
the ga me's first run.□ 


Yankees get Stanton bac k on c usp of c line hing A L East 


By JAKE SEINER 
AP Sports Wdter 
NEWYORK(AP) — G ia nc a r- 

lo Stanton has returned to 
the Yankees lineup with 
New York on the cusp of 
clinching a division title. 
Stanton will bat fifth and 
play left field Wednesday 
night a gainst the LosAnge- 


lesAngels He hasbeen out 
since J une 25 afterstraining 
the posterior cruciate liga¬ 
ment in his right knee. He's 
played just nine games 
this season due to biceps, 
shoulder, calf and knee in¬ 
juries and is returning with 
12 days remaining in the 
regularseason. 


Yankees manager Aaron 
Boone said Stanton would 
probably get two at-bats 
and playfourorfive innings 
in the field Wednesday. If 
all goes well, he could be 
the designated hitter for a 
full game Thursday. 

Boone plans to play Stan¬ 
ton regularly down the 


stretch to progress his tim¬ 
ing and durability asOcto- 
berapproaches. 

'Just building him up," 
Boone said. 

New York can lock up the 
AL East championship by 
beating the Angels or with 
a loss by Tampa Bay. 
Stanton, the 2017 NL MVP 


with Miami, is hitting .290 
with one home run and 
seven RBIs. The 29-year-old 
slugger, in his second sea¬ 
son with the Yankees, had 
been working out at the 
team's minor league com¬ 
plex in Tampa, Florida. 
Stanton will be used at DH 
and in left field. □ 
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Delle Donne, Meesseman help Mystic sedge Aces> 97-95 



Washington Mystics forward Bena Delle Donne, let); drives to the basket against las Vegas Aces 
forward Dearica Hamby during the first half of Game 1 of a WNBA playoff basketball series Tues¬ 
day, Sept 17, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated ness 


By IAN QUILLEN 
Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Washington Mystics were 
thrilled to pull out a close 
win in the playoffs. 

Elena Delle Donne scored 
24 points and hit a crucial 
turnaround jumper late, 
Emma Meesseman added 
a career postseason high 
27 points and 10 rebounds, 
and the Mystics held on for 
a 97-95 victory over the Las 
Vegas Aces in Game 1 of 
their WNBA semifinal series. 
It was Washington's first win 
all year by a single posses¬ 
sion, one in which the Aces 
missed a game-tying run- 
neratthe buzzer. 

"It was stressful," admitted 
Delle Donne, helped the 
Mystics to a 26-8 regular 
season record and the top 
playoff seed. 'We haven't 
had many of those mo¬ 
ments. And to get one of 
those in the semifinals is 
big. To be able to gut it out 
is huge for us." 

Meesseman also bested 
her regular-season high 
of 25 for the Mystics, who 
were playing their first post¬ 
season game since being 
swept by the Seattle Storm 
in last year's WNBA Finals. 
Meesseman wasn't a part 
of that team, after taking a 
leave of absence following 
the 2017 season. 

"She's been preached at 
all year by her teammates 
and coachesthat she's the 
missing piece from a year 
ago," Mystics coach Mike 


Thibaultsaid. 

In her first game in more 
than a month, Kristi Toliver 
added eight points, includ¬ 
ing a falling away, contest¬ 
ed 3-pointer that stretched 
Washington's lead to 13 in 
the fourth quarter, an ad¬ 
vantage that just barely 
held. "Kristi had some Kristi 
moments," Delle Donne 
said. 'ThankGod." 

A'ja Wilson scored 23 points 
for Las Vegas, which twice 
got the deficit as close as 
two points in the final mo¬ 
ments Liz Cambage had 
19 points and 12 rebounds, 
while Kayla McBride added 
19 points. 

Kelsey Plum had 16 points 
a nd nine a ssists, a nd missed 
a runner to force overtime 
two days after Dearica 
Hamby's 35-foot runner 
decided the Aces' 93-92, 
second-round win over 
Chicago. 

After To liver's 3 made it 92- 
79, the Aces scored nine 
straight points to close the 
deficit to four, while twice 
forcing the Mystics into a 
shot-clock violation with 
the ball in Delle Donne's 
hands. 

Wilson's drive and layup 
closed it to 95-93 with 
1:33 left, convincing Mys¬ 
tics coach Mike Ihibault 
to call timeout. Follow¬ 
ing missesd on each end, 
Delle Donne's turnaround 
stretched the lead to four 
with 32 seconds to play. 
'They made some big shots 
tonight, I give them a lot of 


creditforthat/'Acescoach 
Bill Laimbeer said. 'They 
made some shots down 
the stretch. The lulls that we 
had hurt us. And hopefully 
that was a learning experi¬ 
ence." Plum answered with 
a layup. Then Delle Donne 
missed a jumper with the 
shot clock expiring as the 
Acesopted nottofoul. 
Plum received an out¬ 
let pass and raced inside 
the arc, but her 20-footer 
would n't fa II. 

TIP-INS 

Aces: Shot 73.3%(11 of 15) 
during the opening quarter 
but still trailed at the end, 
30-27. ... The series open¬ 


er marked the Aces' first 
game in a WNBA semifinal 
series since making a run 
to the 2008 finals, when the 
team was located in San 
Antonio. 

Mystics: Did not commit a 
turnover in the first quarter 
and committed only two 
by halftime ... Toliver en¬ 
tered with 4:17 left in the 
first quarter to a standing 
ovation. It was her first ac¬ 
tion since Aug. 8 (knee 
bruise). 

CAN YOU HEAR ME? 

Laimbeer could not tell 
whether Plum was fouled 
on her final shotcont, but 
he was frustrated he wasn't 


granted a timeout to setup 
a play fora better look. 

"I was standing next to the 
referee by design," Laim- 
beersaid. "Assoon asthey 
missed the shot, I would be 
yelling Timeout! Timeout! 
Timeout!' ... I yelled it five 
times And she even looked 
at me as I was yelling and 
made a conscious decision 
not to call timeout. I do not 
understand why. I think the 
league should make a little 
bit of an investigation." 
RESTORRUSI? 

With their playoff double¬ 
bye, the Mystics were play¬ 
ing their first game in nine 
days. □ 



In thisJ uly 28, 2018, file photo, London Spitfire fan Rick Ybarra, 
of Plainfield, Ind., reacts after London won the second game 
againstthe Philadelphia Rision during the Overwatch league 
Grand finaIs competition at Banc lays Center in New York. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Rage 17 

Creating a common 
space forall those gamers 
has proven difficult. Per- 
hapsthe closest thing isthe 
online streaming platform 
Twitch, but gamers there 
tend to find streams spe¬ 
cific to their interest, creat¬ 
ing little overlap with other 
gaming domains 
VENN hopes to solve that 
with content built around 
the culture of gaming. 

"I think we're more of a hy¬ 
bridized ESPN and what 
MTV TRL (Total Request 
Live) waswhen it launched 
decades ago," Kusin said. 
'That crossover that it 
brought music in that gen¬ 
eration in the culture." 

It's a lofty pitch, but one 
that's proven credible to 


many of gaming's most 
influential names The 
group's initial investors 
include Riot Games co¬ 
founder Marc Merrill, Bliz¬ 
zard Entertainment co¬ 
founder Mike Morhaime, 
Twitch co-founder Kevin 
Lin and axiomatic Gam¬ 
ing, an investment group 
behind Team Liquid and 
Epic Games That gives 
VENN financial connec¬ 
tions to esports' biggest 
titles — Riot owns League 
of Legends, Blizzard is be¬ 
hind Overwatch and Call 
of Duty, and Epic publishes 
Fortnite — as well as some 
of its biggest tea ms. 

'We could go to these lu- 
mina lies in the ind ustry a nd 
say, 'Hey, we want to come 
together, be swift, work 


with a bunch of different 
titles, a bunch of different 
publishers and move the 
industry forward in terms of 
its recognition and promi¬ 
nence, will you help us?'" 
Kusin said. 'The answerwas 
a resounding yes." 

Horn's presence is a big 
part of that. Formerly a 
sports producer at NBC, 
he hasbecome a pioneer¬ 
ing figure in esports. His 
achievements included 
a sports Emmy in 2017 for 
his role in landing an aug¬ 
mented reality dragon in¬ 
side a stadium during the 
2017 League of Legends 
World Championships 
opening ceremony and a 
successful New Year's Eve 
stream by Ninja from Times 
Square last year. 'Taking 


what's already there on 
a platform that (gamers) 
understand, and taking 


that into a network envi¬ 
ronment, that's what we're 
looking to do," Horn saidO 








THURSDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 


^TECHNOLOGY 



Racing U.S. ban, Huawei emerging asstrongertech competitor 



In this Aug. 19, 2019, photo, a guide is silhouetted in an exhibition promoting Huawei's 5G tech¬ 
nologies atthe Huawei Campus in Shenzhen in Southern China's Guangdong province. 

Associated Ftess 


By JOE MCDONALD 
AP Business WHter 
SHENZHEN, China (AP) — 

Long before President Don¬ 
ald Trump threatened to 
cut off Huawei's access to 
U.S. technology, the Chi¬ 
nese telecom equipment 
maker was pouring money 
into research that reduces 
its need for American sup¬ 
pliers. 

Huawei's founder says in¬ 
stead of crippling the com¬ 
pany, the export curbs are 
making it a tougher com¬ 
petitor by forcing manag¬ 
ers to focus resources on 
their most important prod¬ 
ucts. 

Little-known to Americans, 
Huawei Technologies Ltd. 
is the No. 2 smartphone 
brand worldwide and the 
biggest maker of switching 
gearatthe heart of phone 
networks Its equipment is 
used by 45 of the 50 big¬ 
gest globaI phone carriers 
Huawei is a pioneer in the 
emerging field of next-gen¬ 
eration, or5G, telecoms. It 
promises not just faster in¬ 
ternet but support for self¬ 
driving carsand otherfutur- 
istic applications That fuels 
Western security concerns 
and makes 5G politically 
sensitive. The U.S. claims the 
company might aid Chi¬ 
nese spying, though Hua¬ 
wei deniesthat and Ameri¬ 
can officials have provided 
no evidence. 

Huawei needssome Ameri¬ 
can innovations, especial¬ 
ly Google services used 
on Android phones, but 
industry experts say the 
company is increasingly 
self-sufficient after spend¬ 
ing 485 billion yuan ($65 
billion) on research and 
development overthe past 
decade.'They have a strat¬ 
egy to become complete¬ 
ly independent from U.S. 
technology. And in many 
areas they have become 
independent," said Bengt 
Nordstrom of North Stream, 
a research firm in Stock¬ 
holm. 

Ren Zhengfei, who found¬ 
ed the company in 1987, 
acknowledged in an inter¬ 
view that phone sales will 
suffer if access to technol¬ 
ogy, including Google ser¬ 
vices for smartphones, is 
disrupted by the addition 
of Huawei to a U.S. Com¬ 


merce Department "entity 
list" that requires it to get 
government permission 
to buy American technol¬ 
ogy. Phone sales could be 
$20 to $30 billion less than 
forecast over the next two 
years, Ren and other ex- 
ecutivessaid, but the com¬ 
pany will survive. 

'When the entity list came 
out, they hoped Huawei 
would die," Ren said. "Not 
only did Huawei not die, it 
is doing even better." 

The company was added 
to the entity list on May 
16 but already has been 
granted two 90-day exten¬ 
sions after American suppli¬ 
ers of processor chips and 
other technology warned 
they stand to lose billions. 
Intel Corp. and other ven¬ 
dors that industry analysts 
say were paid a total of 
some $12 billion last year 
by Huawei have asked 
the Trump administration 
for permission to continue 
sales. 

The biggest potential Amer¬ 
ican blow to Huawei would 
be the loss of Google ser¬ 
vices that are standard 
features on Android-based 
phones. Huawei could use 
Android, which is open- 
source, but would lose 
Google's music, maps and 
other applications, making 


it harder to compete with 
Samsung, the No. 1 smart¬ 
phone brand. 

"Nobody is going to spend 
money to buy a premium 
Huawei phone if it doesn't 
have maps, YouTube, 
Google Play," said Samm 
Sacks, an expert in Chinese 
digital policy at the New 
America think tank. 

Ren said he wants to keep¬ 
ing using Android and 
working with American sup¬ 
pliers. Butasa fallback, the 
company unveiled its Har- 
monyOS operating system 
in August and said Android 
phones can be switched 
to the new system in days if 
necessary. 

Huawei, with $107 billion 
in 2018 sales, spent 100 bil¬ 
lion yuan ($15 billion) on 
research and develop¬ 
ment last year, more than 
Apple or Microsoft. It has 
76,000 engineers and other 
researchers at its sprawling, 
leafy headquarters cam¬ 
pus in southern China and 
in Silicon Valley, Russia, In¬ 
dia's Bangalore and other 
industry centers. 

Huawei is "rapidly building 
up strength" in R&D, Forrest¬ 
er analyst Charlie Dai said. 
In the AP interview, Ren 
made a sales pitch to 
Washington: To ease se¬ 
curity fears, Huawei will li¬ 


cense 5G technology to 
American developers. 

"I am open to the possibil¬ 
ity of a pa id tra nsfer of 5G 
technology and produc¬ 
tion techniques to U.S. 
companies,"Ren said. 

That is a long shot, given 
Washington's pressure on 
phone carriers to shun Hua¬ 
wei. But it would increase 
the company's presence 
in 5G and generate license 
fees and demand for its 
products 

Huawei is on a global 
charm offensive, trying to 
convince European and 
other governments there is 
no truth to U.S. c la ims it is a 
security risk. 

Washington has been lob¬ 
bying European govern¬ 
ments to exclude Huawei 
from 5G networks but Ger¬ 
many, France and Ireland 
say they have no plans to 
ban any supplier. 

Early on, Huawei faced 
complaints it copied tech¬ 
nology from industry lead¬ 
ers. It temporarily pulled 
out of the United States in 
2003 after Cisco accused 
the company of copying 
software in routers. 

But the company is catch¬ 
ing up with Western devel¬ 
opers, industry experts say. 
Huawei says it has collect¬ 
ed $1.4 billion since 2015 


in license fees from other 
companies that use its 
technology. 

Huawei is, along with Eric¬ 
sson and Nokia, a leader 
in developing network 
equipment to support 5G. 
The company says it has 
invested $4 billion in that 
since 2009, produces its 
own equipment and uses 
no U.S. technology. 

"It'salmost aII ourown com¬ 
ponents," Ren said. 

Huawei also is among hun¬ 
dreds of companies that 
are creating 5G phones 
and other devices, mak¬ 
ing it the only competitorto 
straddle the two markets. 
'They are very well posi¬ 
tioned to develop 5G — at 
least the same level astheir 
competitors," Nordstrom 
said. 

5G is meant to vastly ex¬ 
pand telecom networks to 
support self-driving cars, 
factory robots, nuclear 
power plants, medical 
equipment and other ap¬ 
plications 

That, plus growing use of 
networks to link fighter 
planes and other military 
hardware, raisesthe poten¬ 
tial cost of security failures 
and the political sensitivity 
of 5G. 

Huawei bills its Mate 20 X 
smartphone, which went 
on sale in China in August, 
as the first with 5G capabil¬ 
ity. 

It uses Kirin 980 and Balong 
5000 chips from Huawei's 
HiSilicon subsidiary instead 
of chips from Qualcomm 
orlntel. HiSilicon also makes 
Kirin chips for lower-end 
phonesand Kunpeng chips 
forservers. 

Huawei launched its As¬ 
cend line of processorchips 
in October for artificial in¬ 
telligence. The 310 for self¬ 
driving carsand the more 
powerful 910 are based 
on architecture from British 
chip designerArm Ltd. 

Arm said in J uly it might be 
forced to cut ties with Hua¬ 
wei because it does some 
research in the United 
States. That highlighted the 
challenge of finding suppli¬ 
ers with no U.S. links. 

Arm said in an email it is 
"actively communicating" 
with the U.S. Commerce 
Department about the 
relationshipO 
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Featured 
Wowiesfor Sale 


For any information 
on one of our 

Featured Homes 
for SALE 

Please contact us at: 

(297) 733 4663 - phone 
info@arubahomeminders.com - email 
www.arubahomeminders.com ■ website 




Jardines Del Mar# 12 

2Bed/2.5 Bathtownhome 
w pool view in gated 
community 



Rooi Santo # 25m 

4Bed/4Bath home with 
pool, jacuzzi, gym & 
outdoor kitchen 



Tamarijn $ 59 

4Bedr home w/ sweeping 
island views, open air 
courtyard & lap pool 



Oceania # 213 

2Bed/2Bath ocean front 
Condo. 



Caya Ritmo #35 

4 Bedr2 Story Home 
Eagle Beach area 



Oceania Residence #513 

2Bed/2Bath Ocean front 
Penthouse condo w/jacuzzi 
& private rooftop patio 


Millennial Money: Is student loan tefinanc ing right for you? 


By SEAN PYLES 
Associated ness 

Glossy mailers promising 
low ratesand cleverly craft¬ 
ed ads on your favorite 
podcast might leave you 
wondering: Should you refi¬ 
nance yourstudent loans? 
With over $1.6 trillion in stu¬ 
dent loan debt in America 
as of March 2019, student 
loan refinance companies 
have an incentive to en¬ 
tice you. And a lower pay¬ 
ment sounds alluring. But is 
refinancing the right move 
for you? 

DIG INTO YOUR FINANCES 

Before you make a big 
change to your money 
management, such as refi¬ 
nancing yourstudent loans 
, fully understand yourover- 
all financial picture, says 
Barbara Thomas, executive 
vice president at SouthEast 
Bank. This will ensure you're 
coming from an informed 
place so you can make the 
best decision foryoursitua- 
tion. 

The more solid your footing 
— you're paying all bills on 
time, putting away savings 
and still have cash left at 
the end of the month — the 
more likely it is you could 
qualify for a refinance 
and handle any financial 
changes it brings, Thomas 
says 

"Make sure you've done all 
the reconnaissance work in 
terms of what your obliga¬ 
tions are, what your credit 
scores are, and make sure 
you understand your finan¬ 
cial outlook,"she says. 

Start with a simple monthly 



Inthisjune 20,2019, file photo students walk around a RAMS sign at Virginia Commonwealth Uni¬ 
versity in Richmond, Va. 

Associated Press 


budget, like the 50/30/20 
approach that allocates 
50% of income to needs 
like housing, 30%to wants, 
and 20%to debt payments 
and savings Then list your 
student loans, noting bal¬ 
ance, annual percentage 
rate and loan term. 

Check your credit and 
correct any errors on your 
credit reports 
IDO KATYOUR LOAN TYPE 
Next, tum your attention to 
your loans themselves: Are 
they federal or private? 
Federal loans carry options 
and protections — such as 
income-driven repayment 
plans and loan deferment 
— that you lose if you refi¬ 


nance them into private 
loans. 

"Almost nobody should refi 
their federal loans," says 
Betsy Mayotte, founder 
of The Institute for Student 
Loan Advisors, an organi¬ 
zation offering free student 
loan guidance. 

'The only people who I rec¬ 
ommend doing that are 
those who have a very 
strong emergency fund, 
there are multiple income 
generators in the house¬ 
hold, and their payment is 
really affordable to begin 
with," Mayotte says. 

DEFINE YOURGOAIS 
Finally, ask what you want 
out of a refinance. 


"A lot of borrowers a re look¬ 
ing to pay off their loans 
faster," Thomas says. 'Their 
monthly payments may go 
up, though. Then some bor¬ 
rowers are looking to lower 
their monthly payment 
overall by lowering APR 
and extending their loan 
term." 

If you want a lower 
payment, make sure 
you look at the over¬ 
all financial implications 
A higher APR, longer loan 
term or both mean you'll 
end up paying more in the 
long run. 

Here's how that breaks 
down: Say your current 
balance is $30,000, with a 


7% APR and 10 year term. 
If you get a refi deal with 
a 5% APR and kick out the 
loan term to 15 years, you'll 
save $111 a month — but 
will pay about $900 in ad¬ 
ditional interest. 

If you're looking into refi¬ 
nancing because you're 
paying off federal loans, 
you have other options 
such as income-driven re¬ 
payment plans and ex¬ 
tended repayment plans 
Those can make monthly 
payments more manage¬ 
able, but again you'll pay 
more in the long run due to 
a longer loan term. 

SURE ABOUT REFI? MAKE 
YOURSELF LOOK GOOD TO 
LENDERS 

So you've done yourhome- 
workand determined that 
refinancing might be a 
good option foryou. Before 
you apply, make yourself 
look even betterto lenders 
Thomas says the lowest 
credit scores lenders will 
accept for a refi deal will 
be around 640 to 680. But 
you'll likely get the best 
deals with a score of 720 
or higher. And lenders may 
want to see two years of 
on-time payments on your 
existing loans. 

If needed, spend some 
time building your credit 
and extending your record 
of on-time payments And 
hedge expectations cre¬ 
ated by the glossy mailers 
"Unless you're the cream 
of the crop, the advertised 
rate is probably not the 
deal you're going to get," 
Mayotte saysQ 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 



YOU WERE RIGHT/ THAT GUV WILL 
BELIEVE ANYTHING I TELL HIM; 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 


■ pACK THEN 

1 JkNDNOW 
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Zits 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


1 

9 

8 

4 

6 

7 

3 

5 

2 

4 

6 

5 

2 

1 

3 

9 

8 

7 

3 

2 

7 

9 

5 

8 

6 

1 

4 

9 

3 

6 

8 

2 

5 

7 

4 

1 

2 

5 

1 

6 

7 

4 

8 

9 

3 

7 

8 

4 

1 

3 

9 

5 

2 

6 

6 

4 

3 

5 

9 

2 

1 

7 

8 

8 

7 

9 

3 

4 

1 

2 

6 

5 

5 

1 

2 

7 

8 

6 

4 

3 

9 


ACROSS 

1 Late Bernie _ 

4 First, second, 
third & home 
9 Pillow covering 
13 Leave at the altar 

15 Know-_; wise 

guy 

16 Dwelling 

17 Chimney pipe 

18 Aristotle’s “S” 

19 _ canal; dental 
procedure 

20 Inane 

22 boy!”; new 
parents’ cry 

23 Treaty 

24 Go quickly 

26 Short fast race 
29 Raincoats 

34 Injury 

35 Thick piece 

36 Pasture cry 

37 Swiss skier’s 
milieu 

38 Injured arm 
support 

39 Frame of mind 

40 _ West 

41 Singer Ross 

42 Terra-_; 

earthenware 

43 _to be; 

impersonates 

45 Embrace 

46 School subj. 

47 Bouquet greenery 

48 Guacamole & 
salsa 

51 Continuous 

56 Aid in wrongdoing 

57 Plunders in war 

58 _ lights; 
marquee 
illumination 

60 Fly the coop 

61 Actress Potts 

62 Fence opening 

63 Take care of 

64 Tall marsh 
grasses 

65 Uncooked 

DOWN 

1 Actor Fox’s initials 

2 Has a bug 

3 Classic board 
game 



48 

49 

50 


56 




60 




63 





Created by Jacqueline E, Mathews 
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4 Cut in half 

5 Leaning 

6 Cooking herb 

7 Lawn trees 

8 Cutting prices 
drastically 

9 High-pitched cry 

10 Owl’s sound 

11 _’n’ Andy of 

radio fame 

12 “...to St. Ives, I 
_man with...” 

14 Bowling 

21 Make wood 
smooth 

25 “This food looks 
awful!” 

26 Marsh 

27 Word with bears 
or opposites 

28 India’s currency 

29 Leg parts 

30 _ moth; green 
insect 

31 Overdo the role 

32 _ for; cheers on 

33 Soft drinks 

35 _ in; wearing 

38 Not plural 


Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights R 


39 Daybreak 

41 Hideaway 

42 Lincoln & Ford 

44 Tried out 

45 Stops 

47 Foul-smelling 

48 Loony 

49 Suffix for flex or 
digest 


50 Part of a hammer 

52 Second to _; 
finest 

53 Ice cream scoop 
holder 

54 Close 

55 “I _ Name”; Jim 
Croce hit 

59 Just purchased 
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Saving pets Ftagram lends 
hand to low-income 
animal owners 


Classifieds 


Halley Time Travel 


By ANDREA SMITH 
ATLANTA (AP) — Of all 

the animals peering sadly 
through the cage bars of 
shelters a cross the country, 
25% of them once had an 
owner who gave them up 
for one reason or another, 
according to national sta¬ 
tistics 

Those who did because 
theycould no longerafford 
a pet have been getting 
some help over the past 
decade from a program 
operated by The Humane 
Society United States that 
provides food, medical 
care and othersupport. 
Launched in 2010, the Pets 
for Life program now oper- 
atesin atleast27citiesand 
towns, including Atlanta, 
where it began in 2012. The 
program provides free or 
low-cost veterinarian ser¬ 
vices, supplies and food. 
It also has provided about 
100,000 free surgeries to 


spay and neuter animals 
Animal welfare organiza¬ 
tions advocate spaying 
and neutering to reduce 
pet overpopulation. 

Pets for Life is helping ani¬ 
mal owners "by allowing 
them to keep the pets in 
their homes even if they're 
going through a hard time, 
and it's keeping the pets 
out of the shelters," said 
Lizzy Trawick, a program 
outreach coordinatorin At- 
la nta. 

The Shelters Animal Count 
national database shows 
that about 25% of the U.S. 
shelter population con¬ 
sists of animals that were 
formerly owned and later 
given up, for a variety of 
reasons: financial struggles, 
lease problems in housing 
units, animal behavioral 
problems or a loss of inter¬ 
est in owning a pet. Strays 
make up most of the shel¬ 
ters' populations^ 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean view $4500 

2 BR Ocean view $7000 

1 BR Ocean front $12,000 

2 BR Ocean front $14,000 

Platinum Season 

1 BR Ocean View $11,000 

1 BR Ocean Front $18,000 

2 BR Ocean View $18,000 
2 BR Ocean Front $28,000 

Marriott Surf Club 
Gold Season 

2 BR Garden View $ 6000 
2 BR Ocean View $7000 
2 BR Ocean Side $9000 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 12,000 

3 BR ocean View $13,000 

Platinum Season 

2 BR Garden View $14,000 
2 BR Ocean View $17,000 
2 BR Ocean Side $18,000 

2 BR Ocean Front $22,000 

3 BR Ocean view $28,000 

Platinum Plus 

2 BR Wk 51 and 52 Ocean Front 
$160K 

2 BR Wk 7 Ocean View $48 K 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio wk 37 
Biulding 8 on the 3 floor 

Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesrealty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 





facebook.com/aaibatoday/ 


FOR SALE 
Divi Studio 

wk 35 8/31 Dutch Village rm 128 
buy $1,995 

Divi Golf wk 35 8/31, unit 4201, 
start $1,995 

e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
or call 508-651-0016 

_211687 
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Violence Against Women 


HEALTH 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



September 24 

Freedom the Seas 

September 15 

Monarch 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 


TiDAY 


Bondia 


How to mmch us! 



frlrpr* flwnir fMH 

Renaissance Aruba 

week 5 Unit 3 5 22 - $ S ,000 
Work 7 Unit 3316 - $4,000 
Week 17 Unit 320 - $3000 
Week 20 Unit 2329 - $2,650 
Week 23 Unit 2326 - $2,300 
Week 24 Unit 2505 - $ 3,750 
W«k 26 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
Week 27 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
Week 27 Unil 2147 ^ $5,000 
Week 30 Unit 2546 - $5,500 
Week 30 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
Week 31 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
W«k 33 Unit 2535 - $0,000 
Week 34 Unit 2535 - $0,000 


TIMESHARES FOR SALE! 
AMAZING DEALS UP FOR GRABS! 


Renaissance Aruba 
Week 34 Unh 2121 - $3,500 
Week 34 Unil 2326 - $2,000 
Week 35 Unh 2326 - $2,000 
Wmk 35 Unit 21 20 - $3,500 
Week 36 Unil 231 5 - $2,250 
Week 36 Unh 2143 -$3,500 
Week 39 Unil 2314 - $3,500 
Week 41 Unit 2132 - $3,fl75 
W«k 42 Unit 2132 - $3,475 
Week 42 Unil 2136 - $4,000 
Week 45 Unh 2305 - $5,500 
Week 45 Unil 2551 - $5,500 
Week 50 Unit 2510 - $4,500 


La Cabana BRC 

Week 29 Unil 419D - $ 1,990 (SPECIAL) 

Week 30 Unil 419D - $ \ ,990 (SPECIAL) 

Week 30 Unit 227*- $3,5O0 

Week 33 Unit 1 3BA - $2,250 

Week 34 Unit 1 3SA - $2,250 

W«k 36 Unit 1 24B * $4,a» 

Week 45 Unit 424A B - $16,400 
Week 46 Unit 316C - $5,200 

Marriott Surf Club 
W«k 44 Unit 6909 - $1 5 r 000 

Divi Dutch Village 
Week 43 Unil 7206 - $2,000 


CALI US AT (297) 737 3006 OR E-MAIL AT ZACH@BUYARUBATIMESHARES.COM 
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^SCIENCE 



Many U.S women say 1st sexual experience wasfoiced in teens 
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Inthisjan. 20, 2018 file photo,a marc her carries a sign with the popular Twitter hashtag #Me1oo 
used by people speaking out against sexual harassment as she takes part in a Women's March 
in Seattle. 


CHICAGO (AP) — The first 
sexual experience for 1 in 
16 U.S. women was forced 
or coerced intercourse in 
their early teens, encoun¬ 
ters that for some may 
have had lasting health 
repercussions, a study sug¬ 
gests. 

"fhe experiencesamountto 
rape, the authors say, al¬ 
though they relied on a na- 
tiona I survey that d id n't use 
the word in asking women 
a bout forced sex. 

Almost 7 percent of wom¬ 
en surveyed said their first 
sexual intercourse experi¬ 
ence was involuntary; it 
happened at age 15 on 
average and the man was 
often several yearsolder. 
Almost ha If of those women 
who said intercourse was 
involuntary said they were 
held down and slightly 
more than half of them said 
they were verbally pres¬ 
sured to have sex against 
their will. 

"Any sexual encounter(with 
penetration) that occurs 
against somebody's will is 
rape. If somebody is ver¬ 
bally pressured into having 
sex, it's just as much rape," 
said lead author Dr. Laura 
Hawks, an internist and 
Harvard Medical School re¬ 
searcher. 

In the years after coerced 
or forced sex, affected 
women had more sex part¬ 
ners, unwanted pregnan¬ 
cies and abortions, and 
more reproductive health 
problems including pel¬ 
vic pain and menstrual ir¬ 
regularities than women 
whose first sexual experi¬ 
ence wasn't forced. Al¬ 
most 16 percent reported 
fair or poor health, double 
the rate of other women. 
The study couldn't establish 
whetherforced sexcaused 
orcontributed to any of the 
health orotherproblems 
"Experiencing rape at first 
sexual encounter is an ex¬ 


treme loss of autonomy 
overone's sexuality," Hawks 
said. She said it's not sur¬ 
prising that it might lead to 
later mental and physical 
health problems, given oth¬ 
er studies on lasting effects 
of trauma .The results were 
published MondayinJAMA 
Internal Medicine. 

Other studies have found 
that long-term effects of 
sexual assault may include 
social isolation, feelings of 
poweriessness, stigmatiza¬ 
tion, poor self-image and 
risky behavior, which all 
may increase risks for de¬ 
pression and other mental 
health problems, a journal 
editorial said. 

Research published last 
year a Iso found worse psy¬ 
chological well-being and 
physical health among 
women whose first inter¬ 
course was forced or co¬ 
erced. 


The new study is an ana ly¬ 
sis of responses from 13,310 
adult women who partici¬ 
pated in nationally repre¬ 
sentative U.S. government 
health surveys from 2011- 
2017, before the emer¬ 
gence of the "Me, Too" 
movement. 

The researchers focused 
on a survey question that 
asked during in-person in¬ 
terviews if women's first 
vaginal intercourse expe¬ 
rience with a man "was 
voluntary or not voluntary, 
that is, did you choose to 
have sex of your own free 
will or not?" 

The results suggest that for 
1 in 16 American women — 
or3 million — the first sexual 
encounter was not volun¬ 
tary. 

According to the federal 
Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention, nearly 
1 in 5 women have been 
raped in their lifetimes For 
almost half of those wom- 


Assoc iated Press 

en, it happened when they 
were youngerthan 18. 

The study, which asked 
women from ages 18-44 to 
recall their first sexual expe¬ 
rience, has no information 
on women's relationship 
with the men, who could 
have been boyfriends, rela¬ 
tives or strangers Men were 
not included in the study. 
Hawks said boys need to 
be taught communication 
skills to prevent them from 
pursuing sex "with someone 
who is an unwilling partici¬ 
pant." The onus should not 
be on the victims, she sa id. 
'The 'Me, Too' movement is 
a promising sign that we're 
more willing as a society" 
to address sexual violence 
she said. 

The journal editorial notes 
that the study lacks infor¬ 
mation on women's health 
and any abuse before their 
first sexua I e nc o unte r. The re 
also is no data on any later 
sexual violence — which all 


might contribute to health 
problems, the editorial said. 
"Such research is needed 
to understand and address 
the full range and conse¬ 
quences of these experi¬ 
ences," the editorial said. 
Sex education special¬ 
ist Dan Rice said inade¬ 
quate sex education in U.S. 
schools contributes to the 
problem. 

"Our culture teaches peo¬ 
ple notto be raped instead 
of teaching people notto 
rape,"he said. 

J ust 24 states require sexual 
education to be taught in 
public schools and some 
programs focus only on 
abstinence. Consent isn't 
alwayson the agenda and 
boys often aren't taught 
how to express their emo¬ 
tions in healthy ways, said 
Rice, interim executive di¬ 
rector at Answer, a Rutgers 
University group that pro¬ 
vides sex education train¬ 
ing for teachers and over¬ 
sees Sex, Etc., a teen-run 
sex education magazine 
and website. 

Sarah Emily Baum, 19, a 
staff writer for Sex, Etc., said 
the study results ring true. 
"Almost everyone has a 
story ora close call like this 
one or knows someone 
with a story or close call," 
said Baum, a sophomore at 
Hofstra University in Hemp¬ 
stead, New York. 

Baum recalls that a police 
officer invited to discuss 
sexual consent and as¬ 
sault at her high school fo¬ 
cused only on girls, telling 
them, "'You've got to make 
sure you say no and say it 
loud enough for people to 
hear.'"There was little men¬ 
tion of boys' responsibility, 
and no discussion of same- 
sex assaults or even giris 
being the aggressors, said 
Baum, who isgay. 

"If I go on a date with anoth¬ 
er giri, I also have to make 
sure there is clear consent 
and clear boundaries," she 
said. "It goes both ways.'Q 
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Benetton makesa splash on the eve of Milan Fashion Week 



A model weaisa creation as part of the Benetton Spring-Summer2020 collection, unveiled during 
the fashion week, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Sept 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated ness 
MILAN (AP) — Benetton has 
long made waves off the 
runway with its pro vocative 
advertising campaigns. But 
the storied family-owned 
knitwear brand is seeking 
to make waves inside the 
world of Italian fashion un¬ 
der the artistic guidance 
of French designer Jean- 
Charlesde Castelbajac. 
United Colors of Benet¬ 
ton made a splash with its 
new collection showcasing 
experimental textiles and 
ecological materials that 
was presented Tuesday — 
on the eve of Milan Fashion 
Week — inside a 1930s-era 
swimming hall. 

In his second season with 
the brand, Castelbajac 
said he is aiming to cre¬ 
ate a balance between 
Benetton's every-man and 
every-woman image while 
elevating its styling and in¬ 
novation. 

'This is a big step for us," 
Castelbajac said. 'We are 
combining ideas, fashion 
and styling while experi¬ 


menting in new directions." 
A trench coat made out of 
paper and recycled fibers 
wasthe apex of innovation 
in the Spring/Summer 2020 
runway show, which took 
place along the perimeter 
of the pool as swimmers in 


Undercolors of Benetton 
suits did laps 

Castelbajac said the tai¬ 
lored trench in paper-bag 
brown with green stitching 
was impermeable to rain. 
He also created a papery 
cropped top paired with a 


white skirt that bore a dev¬ 
ilish silhouette in the same 
material. 

Other standout pieces in¬ 
cluded a handkerchief skirt 
featuring a stylized post¬ 
card print on the front that 
can be worn with a flow¬ 


ing silhouette, ortied in the 
front or back for a straight 
look in two different prints 
And selections covered 
with tiny sweaters or mini T- 
shirts bearing images from 
Oliverio Toscanini'sadvertis- 
ing campaignswere meant 
to inspire playfulness 
The co-ed collection was 
anchored by the brand's 
famous colors and denim, 
epitomized by a check 
denim kilt with multi-color 
pleated inserts that was 
paired with a rainbow- 
striped knit top and striped 
color-sheer hosiery for her 
and multi-colored pockets 
on white garments for him. 
The offerings mostly hewed 
to a watery theme. The 
show opened with neo¬ 
prene rompers, tops and 
mini-dresses with oversized 
plastic zippers followed 
by a series of bold nauti¬ 
cal looks with anchor mo¬ 
tifs. But there were also 
preppy outfits in clashing 
patterns of pink and green 
and a garden club seriesof 
striped embroidered eyelet 
layered with flora ls.Q 


Amazon Rime to stream Rihanna's next-level lingerie show 



This Sept 12, 2019 file photo shows Rihanna at the 5th annual Diamond Ball benefit gala in New 
York. 

Associated Press 


By GARY GERARD HAMIL¬ 
TON 

LEANNEITAUE 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Rihan¬ 
na believes women of all 
shapes, colors and sizes 
should be celebrated, 
and that spirit of inclusion 
has made her lingerie and 
beauty lines massive suc¬ 
cesses. 

"Women just need a little bit 
of validation," the superstar 
explained to The Associat¬ 
ed Pressahead of herSav- 
age X Fenty fashion show 
last week. 

'You are beautiful. Your 
body's beautiful. Your 
body's sexy and you de¬ 
serve to feel that way," she 
added. 

That mission will be show¬ 
cased Friday as Amazon 
Prime Video streams her 
New York Fashion Week 
show for Savage X Fenty 
in more than 200 countries 
and territories. The event's 
army of models included 
women of all sizes in a 
range of ethnicities and 
skin tones. 


'We need to make stuff 
that's real and looks like 
the world," rapper Rapso- 
dy said of how Rihanna is 
changing the fashion and 


beauty game. 'The world 
comes in so many shapes 
and different colors. Who 
cares about what people 
think the standard of beau¬ 


ty is, and lightness. She's 
like, 'Nah, we need dark 
tones. We need all tones 
... albinos and freckles.' 
She's really looking at ev¬ 


erybody, and that's what's 
dope about Rihanna." 

The show, at the Barclays 
Center in Brooklyn, New 
York, was drenched in 
dreamy color — yellow, 
purple, blue and green 
— evoking an exotic lo¬ 
cale with four tiers of large 
arched windows, stairs and 
a shallow round pool. 

And who best to kick things 
off than the woman her¬ 
self? Rihanna opened the 
Sept. 10 show dressed in a 
sexy lace bodysuit, a black 
bra top and a black vel¬ 
vet miniskirt. She gyrated, 
but didn't sing, from a short 
platform surrounded by 
fellow female dancers in 
black bodysuits, only she 
did it in spiky heels and they 
in blacksneakers. 

"She's the black Marilyn 
Monroe," Fat Joe said of 
Rihanna. 'She's iconic just 
standing there." 

There were rumors she 
would debut new music. 
She didn't, but Halsey did 
when she sang her new 
single, 'Graveyard," live for 
the first time. □ 
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Brad PfttandJ amesGray take a giant leap with 'Ad Astra 1 


VENICE, Italy (AP) — Brad 
Pitt made the first move 
with J amesGray. 

In 1995, he saw Gray's de¬ 
but "Little Odessa" and de¬ 
cided to call up the young 
filmmaker behind the grim 
Brooklyn crime drama. 
They've been talking ever 
since — about films, life 
and working together. But 
it would take almost 25 
years for the stars to finally 
align, fittingly, for an ambi¬ 
tious, original space odys¬ 


sey called "Ad Astra" that 
opens in theaters nation¬ 
wide Friday. 

"It's a gutsy film," Pitt said 
last month. The 55-year-old 
both produced and stars 
in the story about an astro¬ 
naut who ventures almost 
entirely alone into the outer 
reaches of space to inves¬ 
tigate a disturbance that 
may be tied to his missing 
father. It's something Gray 
had been working on for 
years. 
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This image released by 20th Century Fox shows Brad Pitt in a scene from "Ad Astra,"intheateison 
Sept 20. 

Associated Press 


Pitt's choice of the word 
"gutsy" is appropriate, not 
just as a description of the 
film and its exploration of 
big themes like masculinity 
with the grand canvas of 
space as its backdrop, but 
in talking about the fact 
thatitexistsatall. Not many 
studios and production 
companies are handing 
over $80 million for original 
ideas anymore. That Pitt's 
Plan B, New Regency and 
20th Century Fox banded 
together to make "Ad As¬ 
tra" happen is, Gray said, 
"Beyond rare.Jt'sa big risk." 
Pitt, sitting next to his di¬ 
rector, chimed in: "It's why 
studios have veered away 
from them. They're a big 
gamble:The cost, the prints 
and advertising. It's why 
they have to take safer 
bets." 

The business has changed 
so much that Gray doubts 
that "Ad Astra" would even 
be made today. But three 
years ago the two decid¬ 
ed to take a leap on this 
big idea to make an epic 
set in the near future that 
Gray likes to call "science- 
fact-fiction." Gray was fas¬ 
cinated by the type of per¬ 
sonality that's required for 
space travel and that Neil 
Armstrong, upon returning 
to Earth from the Apollo 11 
mission talked only about 
the logistics and facts — 
nothing metaphysical or 
contemplative. 

"Deflection," Pitt said. "Ido it 


all the time." 

Not that Pitt isn't introspec¬ 
tive about his work. He said 
he wasdrawnto the idea of 
the "dark night of the soul. 
When one is really forced 
to address their self and 
the things we carry and 
most likely bury, congenital 
griefs, regrets, those per¬ 
sonal pains and to come 
out the other side, hopeful¬ 
ly, embracing those is the 
wayto becoming whole." 
"It was something on my 
mind a swell," Pitt said. 

And his performance is a 
standout that critics and 
awards observers have 
taken note of, on top of his 
acclaimed work earlier this 
summer in Quentin Taran¬ 
tino's'Once Upon a Time in 
Hollywood." 

"He is a fabulous actor," 
Gray said. "And there aren't 
that many fabulous actors 
with muc ho c ha risma in the 
world." 

Pitt disagrees with his friend, 
but he is happy to keep 
working. 

"I so believe in being cre¬ 
ative and want to be cre¬ 
ative till it's all said and 
done, until someone pulls 
the plug on me," Pitt said. 
Part of that involves throw¬ 
ing his production com¬ 
pany's weight behind 
ambitious, original proj¬ 
ects, some of which work 
out and go on to win Os¬ 
cars and steer the cultural 
conversation ("12 Years a 
Slave," "Moonlight"), and 


some thatdon't. Plan Bpro¬ 
duced Gray's last film, 'The 
LostCity of Zi"a period ad¬ 
venture film about explorer 
Percy Fawcett, which nev¬ 
er played on more than 
1,000 theaters, nor made 
back its $30 million produc¬ 
tion budget. 

"Ad Astra"hasalready seen 
a bit of turbulence before 
its release. It was one the 
Fox films that is now being 
released by Disney after it 
acquired the rival studio, 
causing "Ad Astra's"release 
date to shift a few times. 

"It's like worrying about the 
alignment of the planets. 
It's so past yourpay grade," 
said Gray, who was finish¬ 
ing the film when the deal 
was happening. "Was I wor¬ 
ried? No, because I can't 
do anything about it. I just 
thought, 'Well that's weird.' 
But I will say in one small re¬ 
spect I disagree with Brad 
on this. I do think that one 
company controlling 40% 
of the theatrical market in 
the world is a dangerous 
proposition. That's almost 
a monopoly. So to the de¬ 
gree that means fewer 
films, fewer, fewer chances 
to make this kind of film, 
that's a source of some 
concern." 

Pitt has also been asking 
big questions like if 'film as 
an art form is going to last" 
when the two start riffing 
about whether they have 
the same staying power 
todayO 
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Creativity without the pressure at'paint and sip' studios 



In this 2019 photo provided by Rainting with a Twist; a couple reveals their date nightaitthatwhen 
combined creates one piece of aitwoikthey can display together, during a Rainting with a Twist 
event in Mandeville, La. 

Associated Press 


By MOLLY SPRAYREGEN 
Associated Press 

They've become a global 
sensation — "paintand sip" 
studios where adults can 
spend evenings out learn¬ 
ing to make art in a relaxed, 
BYOB setting. Thousands of 
franchises now exist to help 
usall unleash ourinnercre- 
ative. 

One of the places where it 
all began wasa little studio 
in Binning ham, Alabama. 
In 2002, at age 28, Wendy 
Lovoy quit her corporate 
job to pursue a careerasa 
painter. She began teach¬ 
ing adult and kid s'classes in 
her Birmingham studio. The 
adults, she noticed, were 
taking far too long to finish 
their paintings They were 
nervous about making 
them perfect. They couldn't 
get out of their own heads 
When Lovoy encouraged 
them to relax and move 
more quickly, their work al¬ 
ways turned out better. 

So she began holding two- 
hour sessions during which 
she would guide adult stu¬ 
dents to create an entire 
painting from start to finish. 
As it turned out, they loved 
it. The paintings were com¬ 
ing out great, and classes 
were filling up. Students be¬ 
gan bringing mimosas The 
atmosphere was relaxed 
and pressure-free. 


So in 2004, her company, 
Sips 'N Strokes, was bom. 
Sips 'N Strokes pioneered 
the model of BYOB rec¬ 
reational painting classes 
that teach students to re¬ 
produce a work of art step- 
by-step. 

"My vision was to inspire the 
world to create," says Lo¬ 
voy. 

She hoped to transform 
the painting process from 
something intimidating and 
seemingly out of reach to 


something approachable 
and fun. 

The business grew slowly at 
first, going from one class 
a month to two, and then, 
suddenly, itwasseven days 
a week. By 2007, Lovoy 
was squishing 100 people 
per night into her studio. By 
2009, when she franchised 
Sips 'N Strokes, similar busi¬ 
nesses, like Painting With 
a Twist and Pinot's Palette, 
had begun springing up 
around the country. 


"It became an industry 
that the customer base re¬ 
ally gravitated to,"saysJoe 
Lewis, CEO of the Mandev¬ 
ille, Louisiana-based Paint¬ 
ing With a Twist. 'With the 
increase in the DIY industry, 
it has really caught on and 
become popular." 

Because the investment 
needed to start a paint and 
sip franchise is relatively 
low, Lewis says, the industry 
has grown quickly. Paint¬ 
ing With a Twist recently 


acquired a competitor, 
Chicago-based Bottle and 
Bottega, and the merged 
companies have a total of 
300 locations around the 
country. 

Lovoy is amazed at how 
popular paint-and-sip 
placeshave become since 
she opened herstudio. 
'When you're 28 years old 
and you see something 
that was your passion blow 
up to something so big, 
it's phenomenal," says the 
now-43-year-old. 

While many people come 
to the classes to relax with 
a glass of wine, Lovoy be- 
lievesthata huge piece of 
the success of the Sips 'N 
Strokes model is the way it 
forces students to speed up 
their painting. 

'When you give an adult 
time, we overanalyze and 
overthink everything," she 
says. 'When you give them 
that time restraint, they 
can create anything. They 
just have to get outside of 
themselves, and you do 
that when you move fast. 
You shut down that anal 
side of your brain and your 
creative side opensup." 

She enjoys watching stu¬ 
dents gain confidence. 
"People like to leam things," 
she says "It's very satisfying 
for people to create some¬ 
thing themselves.'□ 


Heroine yea ms to build meaningful life in 'Single Thread 1 


By GENINE BABAKIAN 
Associated ness 

"A Single Thread: a Novel," 
Viking, by Tracy Chevalier 
Violet Speedwell seems 
an unlikely heroine at the 
opening of Tracy Che¬ 
valiers "A Single Thread." 
She's moved 12 miles 
away from her overbear¬ 
ing mother to rent a small 
room and eke out a living 
asa typistforan insurance 
company. Friendless and 
penniless — she makes so 
little money that she's liter¬ 
ally starving — Violet's life 
seems small and pitiful. Yet 
pity is the last thing Violet 
wants. She yearns to build 
a more meaningful life for 
herself — a task that's far 
from straightforward foran 
unmarried woman in 1932 
Eng la nd. 


Violet is a kind of pre-fem¬ 
inist heroine who is forced 
by circumstance to craft 
an independent life. A so- 
called "surplus woman" 
whose generation of male 
peers was decimated in 
World War I, Violet lost 
a fiance and a beloved 
brother in battle 15 years 
earlier— eventsthatall but 
sealed a "spinsterhood" of 
taking care of her cantan¬ 
kerous motherand living off 
the charity of her surviving 
brother—a brotherwhose 
ability to reclaim his life's 
trajectory afterthe war ap¬ 
pears to be smoother than 
Violet's. 

Yet, acting without a rule 
book, Violet takes small 
steps to shift the needle on 
her happiness. After mov¬ 
ing to Winchester — home 


to one of England's grand¬ 
est cathedrals — she's 
drawn into a society of bro- 
derers, women who volun¬ 
teer to embroider kneelers 
and cushions for the Ca¬ 
thedral. 

An embroidery circle may 
seem like an unlikely path 
to independence, but it 
ends up being so much 
more than a satisfying 
hobby for Violet. She pur¬ 
sues it with the passion of 
a woman whose mother¬ 
hood has been stolen from 
her. A woman who wants 
to leave a piece of herself 
behind. As one of the Lat- 
in-spouting broderers tells 
Violet as she is finishing off 
her first embroidered con¬ 
tribution to the Cathedral: 
"It may be the only mark 
we make. 3c parvismagna 


... From small things, great¬ 
ness." 

Chevalier is a master of 
subtlety. It's the small things 

— the victory of an even 
stitch or the reverberating 
impact of a cathedral bell 

— that allows the readerto 
hop a boa rd the Violet em¬ 
powerment train. Violet's 
path takessome unexpect¬ 
ed turns — both subtle and 
dramatic — and en route 
our heroine meets other 
women who, in their own 
ways, refuse to let accept¬ 
ed societal norms restrict 
their lives or crush their spir¬ 
its The best-selling novelist 
hasdone a masterful job of 
depicting the circumstanc- 
esofa generation of wom¬ 
en we seldom think about: 
the mothers, sisters, wives 
and fiances of men lost in 



This cover image released 
by Viking shows "A Singer 
Thread," a novel by Tracy 
Chevalier. 

Associated Press 

World War I, whose job it 
wasto re member those lost 
but notforgottenO 
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White House upgrade: Hist lady's done a lot with the place 



This Sept 17,2019, photo shows refreshed wall fabric in the Red Room of the White House in Wash¬ 
ington. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — She's 
done a lot with the place. 
Like anyone who has ever 
spruced up theirhome, Me¬ 
lania Trump will have a few 
new touches to showcase 
Friday when guests visit the 
White House for only the 
second state dinner of the 
Trump presidency. 

There's refreshed wall fab¬ 
ric in the Red Room, repur¬ 
posed draperies in the 
Green Room and restored 
furniture in the Blue Room. 
And those are just some 
of the home improvement 
projects the first lady has 
overseen to keep the well- 
trod public rooms at 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave. looking 
their museum-quality best. 
Some of the projects were 
long overdue. 

Sunlight streaming into the 
Red Room had left some of 
the wall fabric "so faded it 
was almost pink," said Stew¬ 
art McLaurin, president of 
the White House Historical 
Association, which helps 
finance upkeep of some 
rooms in the 132-room 
mansion. First ladyj acque- 
line Kennedy founded the 
private, nonprofit organiza¬ 
tion in 1961. 

'Those rooms should always 
look their very best and it 
was just very faded and 
really, really needed to be 
done,"McLaurin said. 
Australian Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison and his wife, 
Jenny, and guests for Fri¬ 
day's three-course state 
dinner in their honor should 
have an opportunity to 
check out the spiffed-up 
public rooms. 

In herrole ascaretaker, the 
first lady — whoever she is 
— meets regularly with the 


chief usher, the head cura¬ 
tor and other White House 
staff to figure out what im¬ 
provements should top the 
to-do list. 

Mrs. Trump, who keeps a 
relatively low profile as first 
lady, has put her interest 
in history to use overseeing 
the restoration projects. 
"Our family is grateful to 
live in this true symbol of 
our nation's history, but we 
are even more honored to 
play a part in restoring and 
enhancing ourcountry'ssa- 
cred land mark," she said at 
a May reception. 

The first lady designed a 
new rug for the Diplomatic 
Reception Room, the main 
entrance off the South 
Lawn, after foot traffic wore 
a path across the old one, 
McLaurin said. The replace¬ 
ment hasa bordershowing 
the flowers of the 50 states, 
a touch added by the first 


lady. 

The White House also re¬ 
freshed draperies in the 
Green Room by switching 
material from the backside 
to the front, eliminating the 
need — and cost — of re¬ 
placing the curtains entire¬ 
ly, McLaurin said. Only the 
fringe had to be replaced. 
Last year, Mrs. Trump re¬ 
turned to the Blue Room 
several restored pieces 
from a historic 53-piece fur¬ 
niture set known as the Bel¬ 
la nge suite. 

Decor upgrades are a bit 
more complicated at the 
White House than for typi¬ 
cal homeowners. 
Renovation ideas are 
shared with the Kennedy- 
created Committee for the 
Preservation of the White 
House, which provides ad¬ 
vice on preserving the pub¬ 
lic rooms on the Ground 
and State floors. 

The committee requests 
funding from the historical 
association, whose board 
typically authorizes spend¬ 
ing $1 million to $1.5 mil¬ 
lion on such projects each 
year. 

The White House servessev- 
eral purposes: It's an office 
for the president and his 
staff, a home for his fam¬ 
ily and a living museum. 
Approximately half a mil¬ 
lion tourists visit every year, 
apart from dignitaries and 
others who attend recep¬ 
tions and other events. 

'The White House does get 
a lot of wear and tear," 


McLaurin said. 

The Bella nge suite furnish¬ 
ings were brought to the 
White House in 1817 by 
President James Monroe, 
formerly the U.S. ambassa- 
dorto France. 

But in 1860, nearly all the 
pieces were sold at an 
auction. 

One hundred years later, 
Jacqueline Kennedy ar¬ 
rived and was appalled to 
discover the White House 
was furnished with repro¬ 
ductions from a New York 
department store, McLau¬ 
rin said. She created the 
historical association, the 
advisory committee and a 
curator to help the White 
House collect and exhibit 
only the best, McLaurin 
said. 

The White House has man¬ 
aged to reacquire 10 piec¬ 
es from the original suite, 
made in Paris by Pierre-An- 


toine Bella nge. The rest of 
the collection is "lost to his¬ 
tory," McLaurin said. 

The Bella nge restoration 
project began during Mi¬ 
chelle Obama's time as first 
lady and was completed 
lastyear, costing the histori¬ 
cal association more than 
$450,000 since 2013. 

The wood, brass and light¬ 
ing inside an elevator that 
takes the president to and 
from the private living quar¬ 
ters has also been refin¬ 
ished. 

Next up? New upholstery 
on chairs and benches in 
the high-traffic Diplomatic 
Reception Room. 

Mrs. Trump also renovated 
a bowling a Hey in the White 
House residence thatdates 
to the Nixon administration 
and was last renovated 
in 1994 under President Bill 
Clinton. The Bowling Propri¬ 
etors'Association of Ameri¬ 
ca paid forthe renovation. 
During the Obama years, 
the red carpet in the Cross 
Hall, or hallway, on the 
State Floorwasreplaced. 
Mrs. Obama also oversaw 
projects with an eye on 
leaving her family's mark on 
the White House, as is the 
case with every president 
and first lady. She replaced 
the rug, draperies and 
high-back chairs around 
the table in the State Din¬ 
ing Room. 

Mrs. Obama also updat¬ 
ed the Old Family Dining 
Room, a smaller room ad¬ 
jacent to the State Dining 
Room, by swapping its sun¬ 
ny yellow walls and drap¬ 
ery and light-toned rug for 
gray walls, contrasting red 
draperies and a rug with a 
contemporary designO 



This Sept 17, 2019, photo shows restored furniture in the Blue 
Room of the VUhHe House in Washington. 

Associated Ftess 



This Sept. 17, 2019, photo shows a portrait of former first lady 
Edith Roosevelt; right wife of President Theodore Roosevelt in 
the Green Room of the White House in Washington. 

Associated ness 



















